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JOINT RESOLUTION 


To suspend the operation of the Land Office until the further 
action of congress 

Resoived by the senate end house of representatives of the repub- 
licof Terus in congress assembled, That so much of an aci enti- 
tled “an act supplementary io an act establishing a general 
land office for the republic of Texas,” passed 26th December, 
1836, as provided for the opening of the land office on the first 
day of October, 1837, and for the appointment of officer under 
said law, be, and the same is hereby suspended until the further 


action of congress. i 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker ofthe house of representatives. 
S. H. EVERITT, 


President pro tem- of the senate. 


Approved, Sept. 30, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
Moking an appropriation to pay the public printers. 
iessoleed by the senate and house of representatives of une 
republic of Texas in congress asserabled, Taat the secretary or 


the treasury be required to execute and deliver to Cruger & 


& 
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Moore, the proprictors of the press engaged in printing for the 
government, a draft upon the collectorof the port of Galveston, 
payable at sight, for the sum of one thousand dollars, 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
S M EVERITT, 


President pro tem. of the senate. 


Approved, Oct. 12, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
Making appropriation of moneys for the use of the Hospital. 


Be it resolved by the senate and house of representatives of 
the republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That tho oum of 


one thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated , 


out ofany moneys in the Treasury or in the hands of the officers 
of the custom-houses, to be expended under the direction of tho 
secretary of war, to provide for the comforts ofthe cick soldiers, 
who now are, or hereafter may be, in the hospital at this place. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representative. 
S. H EVERITT, 


President pro tem. of the senate. 


Approved, Oct. 15, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


Ponce ce 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
Locating permanently the seat of Government. 


Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That there shall be 
cleeted by joint vote of both houses of congress, five commis- 
sioners (any three of whom shall constitute a quorum for the 
trocsaction of business) whose duty it shall be forthwith to 
proceed to select a site for the permanent location of the seat 
of government of this republic; and that they bo required to 
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give public notice of their appointment, and receive such pro- 
positions for the sale of lands as may be made to them, not less 
than one, nor more than six leagues of land; and also-cxamine 
such places as they may think proper on vacant lands; ancl that 
they be authorized to enter into conditional contracts for the 
purchase of such locations as they may think proper, subject to 
ratification or rejection by this congress, and that they be re- 
quired to report to congress, by the 15th November, the differ- 
ent selections, with an décurate and full description of the same, 
to congress, and that in making the selections, they be confined 
to the section of country between the Trinity and Guadalupe 
rivers, and that they select no place over one hundred miles 
north of the upper San Antonio road, nor south of a direct line 
running from the Trinity to the Guadalupe river, crossing the 


Brasses at Fort Bend. 
i JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
_ S. He EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the senate. 


Approved, Oct. 19, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


Authorizing Wm. G. Cooke to sign the name of the president to 
the promissory notes of the government. 


Whereas, in consequence of the recent atirck of sickness. 
and the consequent indisposition of his excellency the president 
of the republic, and the disabled situation of his excellency’s 
right arm from a former wound, aggmivated by his present sick- 
ness, he isnow unable to attend to the laboricus duty of signing 
the promissory notes of the government, authorized by the last 
session of congress, by an act passed the Oth of June, 183%, 
which being principally for small sums will ameuut to some 
thousands; and whereas. the necessary end pressing wants of 
the country require that the issue of such notes should immedi- 
ately commence; therefore, 

sce. le Resoleed by the senate and house of representatives 
of the republic of Texas in’congress assembled, That Wm. G 
: Je 


6 


Cooke be, and he is hereby authorized and empowered to sign 
the name of the president to the promissory notes of the goy- 
ernment. 

Sre. 2. Be it further resolved, that Wm. G. Cooke shall 
be entitled to five dollars per day for the time heis occupied in 
performing ihe duties above named, and that he proceed forth- 
with to sign said notes. f 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives, 

S. H. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. ofthe senate. 


Approved, Oct. 23, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


od 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of W. S. Hendrick. 


resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas in congress assembled, That the sum of one 
hundred and sixty-two dollars be allowed to W. S. Hendrick, 
for extra services rendered the first congress as door-leeper, 
and that this resolution be a suficient voucher to the auditor of 
public accounts to allow and audit the same. 
JOSEHH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives, 
S. H. EVERITT, 


President pro tem. of the senate, 


Approved, Oct. 25, 1537, 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT ° 


< Regulating Elections. 


Sod le Bii ener? by the senate and house of represent 
ativas of the republic óf Texas. in congress assembled, Thot 
the chief justice and associates in each county of the republie 
chall designate election precincts at the most suitable places for 
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holding elections in their several counties. And itshall be the 
duty of the chief justices of the counties to issue writs of elec- 
tion to the several precincts established, appointing a presiding 
officer in each to hold the election, stating specifically in the 
writs the officer or officers to be elected, aud the day on which 
the election shall take place. 

Src. 2. Be it further enacted, That each presiding oflicer 
shall appoint three judges of the election and two clerke, who 
shall be sworn, before entering upon the duties of their offices, 

_to conduct the election without partiality or projndice, and 
agreeably to law : and in the event that the judgec and clerks 
thus appointed shall fail to attend, or refuse to act, ven if shall 
be lawful for the voters, at the house of opening the polls, to 
appoint judges and clerks to supply such vacancies : and if there 
be no justice of the peace present, the presiding oficer shall 
swear the other managers, and one of them shall administer the 
oath to lim, which shall be as legal as if done by a judicial 
officer. 

Sue. 3. Be dt further enacted) That each of the clerks shall 
write the name of each voter at the time of his voting, making 

_ two lists of the names of the electors, one of which chal] he de- 
livered to the chief justice of the county, with the returns of the 
election, to be kept as a record, and the other to be retained by 
the presiding officer of the election. 

Seco $ Be i further enacted, That the polls shall be 
kept open from nine o'clock to twolve in the forenoon, and 
from one to five o'clock in the afternoon, the presiding offccr 
making proclamation at the door of the honse at the ti me of 
epening and closing the polls. ` 

Sue. 3. Be it further enacted, That immediately after 
closing the polls, “the officers of the clection shall proeced to 
count the, votes and make oul a correct return, which shall be 
sealed up and delivered to the chiefjustice of the ecunty by the 
presiding oificer, or one of the judges of the clection upon oath; 
a duplicate of which return shall be kept by tho presidin 

officer. j 

Sue 6 Beč further enacted, That the chief justice dhol] 
give at least ten days’ notice (except in ensen of vacancy, when 
immediate notives shall be given to the dievert precincts upon 
the receipt of the Prosident’s proclamation for Alling caid vo- 
caney,) of every election. by an advertisement published in 
newspaper, if any be prinied in the county: or if there be nog 
par published in the county, then by an advertisemont in mann 
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script, in each precinct, stating the names of the several pred. 
ding officers appointed in the county, the places of holding the 
election, the day on which the election will be held, and the 
oficer or officers to be elected. ‘The writs of election issued by 
the chief justice, shall require the presiding officer, or one of the 
judges or clerks of the election, to deliver the returns to him of 
the county seat, at some time specified therein, not exceeding 
ten days from the day of holding the election; and upon the re. 
ceipt of the returns, the chief justico, in presence of the returna- 
ing oficer, l examine “the several documents, and immedi- 
ately exectic and deliver to the person or persons having the 
greatest number of votes, 2 certificate of election. i 

Sue. 7. Be it further enacted, That no officer of an elec 
tion shall examine any vote, or unfóld any ticket presented by 
a voter. 

Suc. & Be i further enacted, That when a man shail 
offer his vote, unless some officer of the election will vouch for 
his qualifications as an elector, he shall take an oath that he is 
legally qualiied according to the constitution and laws, to 
vote for members of Congress. 

Src. 9. Be tt further enacted, That regular enlisted sol: 
diers, and volunteers for during the war, shall not be elgible to 
vote for civil officers. 

Sac. 10. And be it further cnacied, Tiat no person shell 
be permitted to contest any election unless within ten days after 


the return day. The person intending to contest, shall cause ` 


the person having a certificate of election io be notified thereof, | 


and a statement in writing delivered to him, containing the 
grounds upon<which he relies to sustain ihe contest, or im care 
the candidate clect cannot be found, then the notice and state- 


ment to be lett at his usual place of abode. No ex-parte siate, 


ments or testimony shall be received as evidence in any con 
tested election, without the consent of the opposite party. 

Sev. Li. Be it further enacted, That this act shall tak 
effect and he in force from and after its passage: provided 
however, that nothing herein contained shell affect elections in 
depopulated counties. And be it further enacted, that if any 
person ia this republic shall, after the passage of this net, voto 


`. i 
are! 


for a member or members of congress more then one time in tue 
same day, such person shall be Hable to indictment, and upon 
conviction before any competent tribunal, shall forfeit and puy 
for every such offence not less than fifty, ner more than sive 


hundred dollars; to go te the county treasury. 
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Sne. 19. Be it further enacted, That in senatorial districts) 
mow or hereafter to be established, consisting of two or more 
counties, congress shall from time to time designate and deter- 
mine the county whose chief justice sha ll issue the necessary cer 
tificate to the senatorelect. And the chief justices of the other 
county or counties composing the senatorial district shall seal up 
and deliver the returns of the election, from the several pre- 
cincts of their respoctive counties, for senator, duly authentica- 
ted, and hand them to the chief justice of the county so designa- 
ted by congress, within ten days after said returns arc received 
by him or them; and that the county of Refugio. '2 ^e senato- 
rial district composed of the counties of San Patrici, Refugio, 
and Goliad; the cousty of Mina, in the district composed of the 
counties of Mina and Gonzales; the county of Shelby, in the 
district composed of the counties of Shelby and Sabine; the 
county of Jackson, in the district composed of the counties of 
Matagorda, Jackson, and Victoria; the county of Austin, in the 
district composed of the counties of Austin and Colorado; the 
county of Jasper, in the district composed of the counties of Jas- 
perand Jefferson; the county of Hacrisburg, in the district com- 
posed of the counties of Harrisburg and Liberty; the county of 
Nacogdoches, in the district composed of the counties of Nacog- 
doches and Houston, shall be, and the same are hereby designa- 
ted as the counties whose ch: ef justices suall give the certificates 
to the senators elect from the respective districis, and receive 
the returns from the other counties in the aforesaid districts. 

Sucs 13. Be tt further enacted, That if at the time of any 
election for civil officers, a portion of the citizens of any county 
shall be absent from home, in the scrvice of their country, they 
shall choose three managers from among ihemselves, who shall 
hold the election, under the same rules and regulations herein 
prescribed, who shall seal up the returns of said election, and 
send them to the chief justice of their respective counties, who 
shall receive the same. 

Suc. 14, Bett further enacted, That in case of 
tween any two ormore candidates for representativ Sy 
the chief justice of the county in which such tie shall occur, shall 
decide between the candidates having the highest 
votes. 

Sra l5 Bett further enacted, That ia case of a tie bee 
tween any two or more candidates for senator to congress, tf the 
county in which such tie shall occur be entitled to a sonaton, 


then and in that case, the chief justice ofsuch county shall decide 
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the tie; but if the sénatorial district in which a tie occurs, he 
composed of two or more counties, then the chief justice of the 
county authorized to give a certificate to the senator elect, shall 


. decide the tie. 
JOSEPH ROWE, | 
Speaker of the house of representatives, 
S. H. EVERITT, 
President of the senate pro tem. 


Approved, Oct. 36, 1837. 


SAM. HOUSTON. | 


JOINT RESOLUTION _ 


Requiring the chief justice of the county of Brazoria to issue | 
writs of election. 


Resolzed by the senate and house of representatives of the 
reptblic of Texes in congress assembled, That the chief justice 
of the county of Brazoria is hereby authorized and required to | 
issue writs of election, giving tex days notice, for an election | 
to be held at all the precincts of said county, in order that it | 
may be ascertained whether a majority of the people of said | 
county desire a continuance of the seat of justice at the town of 
Brazoria, or its removal to the town of Columbia. 

Resolved, that said election shall be held on the 20th of | 
the ensuing November, and the returns be made as soona i 
practicable to the speaker of the house of representatives, 

JOSEPH ROWE, 

Speaker of the house of representatives 
S. ll. EVERETT, 

‘President pro tem. of the senate 

Approved, Oct. 31, 1837- 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 
l 
Authorizing an appropriation for the Post Office. 
Be if cnacted by the senate and house of representatives of | 
the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That thesum oftca | 
thousand dollars is hereby appropriated for the use of the pou 
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office department, and that the post master general is herchy ate 
thorized to draw for the amount on the secretary of the treasury, 
outof aay unappropriated monies in the treasury. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker ot the house of representatives, 
S H. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the senate» 


Approved, Nov. 4 1837. ae 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
To authorize the secretary of war to grant dischargec. 


Sne. l Be 2 enacied by the senate and house of repre 
sentatives of the republic of Texas in congress nssembled, ‘That 
the secretary of war be and he is hereby authorized to grant dic- 
charges to all officers and soldiers who are now on furlonga, for 
the term they have served; provided they will relinquish their 
claims to pay and bounty lands for that portion of the term for 
Which jtbey have enlisted, enrolled or commissioned, cnd 
have not yet served. ` 

Suc. Z And be it further enacted, That the provisions of 
the first section of this act remain in force for the term of cixty 
days from its passage. 

: i JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representativen 
S. H. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the senate. 
Approved, Nove 2, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 


Granting letters of Marque ond Reprisal 


s 


ig 


Gs promulgated in the proclamation of his excellency the Pica: 
dent of this republic, under date of 15th September, 1837." 

Resolocd, That his excellency, the President of this republic, 
io hereby authorised and required to grant commissions to all 
applicants who offer sound and sufficient security that they vill 
conduct themselves im strict accordance with the established 
laws of nations, and the special laws of this republic, on tho 
subject of privateering; which said commissions shall not be 
revoked or annulled during the contest between Texas and 
Mexico, except by a decree ofa court of Admiralty, founded 
on mal feasence in office, or other sufficient cause. Provided, 
however, That nothing herein contained shall prevent his cx 
celleney from suspending the cruising or maval operations of 
any privateer guilty, in his opinion of mal feasance, until a trial 
can be had before a court of competent jurisdiction. 

Resolved, that the secretary of the navy cause these reso 
lutions to be published for one month in the Texas Telegraph; 
alco income of the public journals ef the United States of tho 
North. 

Resolaed, Theat the government of Texas hereby rolinguishes 
her right to the 10 percent. usually paid by privateers, and will 
claim po more than two and a half per cont. for the purpezc of 
defrayings the exponse of adjudication, &co 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
S. H. EVERITT, 
President pro tera. of the senato. 


Approved, Nov. 2, 1837. 
A SAM. HOUSTON, 


AN ACT 


‘No incorporate the tows of Shelbyville, and granting farther 
powers to the corporotienn of Dam Augustine ond Naco 
dochecs 


Eus le Be i enedied by the senate and home of repro 
ontatived of the republic of Texas, in congrecs assembled, That 
all the qualified votes: for members of congress, who may love 
resided Within the tow.i of Son Augustine, six mouths preecding 
any clcction, for any obicer ef “that corporation, of who moy 
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own real estate in said town, shall be entitled to vote for any 
officer of said corporation, or to hold any office therein. And 
the said body corporate are hereby authorised and empowerad 
to make any law or laws which they may deem necessary to be 
made and enacted for the benefit of the inhabitants of said cor- 
poration, not contrary to the laws and constitution of this re- 
ublic. 
p Soc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the town of Shel- 
byville in the county of Shelby, be incorporated with the same 
powers and privileges, which are granted and conferred by an 
act to incorporate the town of Nacogdoches, and other towns 
therein named, passed the thirty-first day of May, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-seven, and on the town of San Augus- 


tine by this act. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
S. H. EVERITT, 


President pro tem. of the senate. 


Approved, Nov. 2, 1837, 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 


For augmenting the Navy, and making an appropriation 
therefor. 


Sec. le Be dt enacted, by, the senate and house of repre 
sentatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, Thot 
the president, by and with the advice and consent of the senate, 
appoint an agent, when in his discretion he may think proper, 
whose duty it shall be to repair to some seaport cf the United 
States of the north, for the purpose of buying or building, arm- 
ing, and equipping, fer the public service of Teses, one ship or 
brig, about five hundred tons barthen,fte mecat eighteen guns; 
two barques or brigs, about three hundred tons buril.cn, mount 
ing twelve guns each; ond three schooners, about onc hundred! 
and thirty tons burthen, mounting live or seven guns each: and 
that the taid vessels be fitted and furnished with such artillery 
and armament asis best adapted to vessels.of their class 

Noce Q Be it further cnacted, That “he sum of two hundred 
and eighty thousand dollars is hereby appropriated for the pur 
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pose of buying or building, arming and equipping said vessels, 
and that the secretary of the treasury furnish said agent with 
draft for the above appropriated sum of two hundred and eigh 
thousand dollars on Messrs. Gilmer & Burnley, the commission 
ers to negotiate a five millipn loan for this republic: and that the 
public faith is also solemnly pledged for its payment. 

Sec. 3. Be i further enacted, That said agent be entitled 
toa compensation of three Hundred and fifty dollars per month, 
nnd that he give bond and security for the faithful performance 
ef his duty, in the sum of dive hundred thousand dollara 

JOSEPH ROWE, : 

Spe aker uf the house of representatives, 
S. H EVER ITT, 

President pro tem. of the senate, 

Approved, Nov. 4, 1837. ‘ 

SAM. HOUSTON. 
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AN ACT 


Regulating the proceedings before justices of the peace. 


oS 


Sue. le Be it enacte’, by the senate and Bouse of repre, 
sentatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That 
irom and after the passage of this act, all civil proceedings be: 
tore justices of the peace, shall be had in a summary’ mannen 
sed without the formality of a petition in writing; and it shalt 
ve sufficient, except im cases of 2 attachment, sequestration, and: 
other extraordinary measures, for the justice to insert within 
the bedy of the citation, or endorse on tne back thereof, the ne, 
tare of the cause of action. 

Sree 2. And be it further enacted, That, if any penp 
gainat whori judgment shall be rendered i by any justice o 
e peace, shall fail to appeal from, or stay such judgment with 


Ph 


threc days from the rendition thereof, then fi shall be jowi 


for GEGcULIOR to issue. 
JOSEPH ROW], 
Speaker of the house of representatives 
S. Hl. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the senatz 


Approved, Nev. 4, 1837. . 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
Requiring the Secretary of War to execute certain duties. 


Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the secretary of 
war be required forthwith to proceed to execute the duties of 
his office as required of him by an act of congress, entitled “an 
act supplementary to an act to establish a general land office 


for the republic of Texas.” 
JOSEPH ROWE, 


Speaker of the house of representatives. 
S. H EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the senate» 
Vetoed by the president, and passed by a constitutional 
majority of the house of representatives. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
Vetoed by the president, and passed by a constitutional 


majority of the senate. 
S. H. EVERITT, 


President pro tem. of the senate. 
October 27, 1837. 


AN ACT 


To provide for audiling contingent expenses of both Houses of 
Congress, and making appropriation therefor. 


See. le Be enacted, by the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That 
the auditor of public accounts be, and he is hercby authorized 
to audit any accounts which may be authorized by a resclution. 
of either house of congress, upon the claimant preseniinz a co- 
py of caid resolution, certified by the secretary or clerk of the 
house in which the resolution may have been adopted, and ihe 
certificate of the person authorized by said resolulion to con- 
tract such debt or debts, that the account is correct and just. 
and to drav on the contingent fund of botn houses of congress 
for the amount. 


2 
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Sne. 2 Be i further enacted, That two thousand dollars 
be, and the same ig bereby appropriated to defray the contin- 
gent expenses of both houses of congress. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives, 
S. H. EVERITT, 


President pro tem. of the senate. 


Approved, Nov. 2, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION. 
For the relief of Holland, Coffee and Ce. 


Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas in Congress assembled, ‘That the sum of six 
hundred and ninety-one dollars be allowed to Holland, Coffee 
and Co.. for moneys by them expended in purchasing Teran 
prisoners from the Indians, and that the same be paid in the 
promissory notes of the government. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives, 
S. H. EVERITT, 
President of the Senate pro. tem. 


Approved, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 
To provide for the appointment of Notaries Public. 


T 
Sro. 1. Be d exacted, by the senate and house of repre 


wo 


oentatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That 


s 
¿i 
this republic, to be appointed by the president, by and with the 
advice and consent of the senate, who shall kold his ofdec w? 
an r g 7 g 
we years, unless sooner removed by the president, bad shall rs- 
ceive thetsame fees as are now allowed by law to the seven 
chief justices for the performance of notarial acts. 


- 


bere shall be 2 notary public foreach of the ports of entry af | 
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Szo 2. Be it further enacted, That the several notaries 
public shall have a seal of office, and all certificates or other 
acts by by them performed, shall be signed by the seid notarieo, 
and the seal of office thereunto affixed. 

A JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the senate. 


Approved, Nov» 16, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


To appoint a Commitiee on Printing. 


Resoloed, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That a joint commit 
tee of two be appointed by each house of congress, to contract 
with some competent person or persons to print the laws of the | 

- consultation and the convention, together with all the laws which 
have been enacted since the declaration of independence, and 
also the journals of the special and regular sessions of congress, 
for the years 1836 and 1837; and the said committee are re- 
quired to enquire what progress, if any, has been made in the 
above business, and report their proceedings to this Congress. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives, 
MIRABEAU 5. LAMAR, 
President of the senate. 


Approved, Nov, 18, 1837, 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


j AN ACT 
To incorporate the town of Brazoria. 


%4 > z , ? Ta 
Suc. le Be it enacted, by the senate and house of repre 
sentatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That 
- the citizens of the town of Brazoria, be, and they are hereby 
ge 


or 
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declared a body politic and corporate by the name and titlo of 
“the Corporation of the town of Brazoria,” and by that name 
may su? and be sued, implead and be impleaded, and may hold, 
and dispose of real and personal estate in said town. 

Sze. 2. Be ct further enacted, That ari that tract of land, 
known as ue old and new town of Brazoria, shall be the limit 
and boundaries of said town. 

Suc. 3, Be it further enacted, That an election ohall be 
held ‘in said town on the first Monday in January of every 
year for a mayor, a constable and eight aldermen; the election 
shall be conducted by the mayor and two aldermen, and the per- 
sons so elected skall continue in office for one year or until their 
successors are qualified. The mayor so elected shall be com- 
missioned by the chief justice of the eounty of Brazoria, and 
shall have all the powers of an ordinary justice of the peace, in 
all matters and cases arising under the criminal laws of the 
country, and shall be authorised and empowered, to enforce and 
carry into effect such bye-laws and ordinances as the corpore 
tion of said town shall from time to time ordain, for the better 
rogulation of the police thereof 

Sec. 4. Beit further enacted, That no person shall be eli 
gible to any of said offices or to vote, who is not a citizen ands 
treeholder or householder in said town. 

Soco 5. Be it further evacted, That the mayor shall be 
president. of the board of aldermen, that a majority of the mem- 
bers of said hoard shall constitate a quorum for the transaction 
ef business, and that said beard may enact such bye-laws for the 
government of said towa, not inconsistent with the law of the 
land, as may be deemed proper, and inflict such fines, not er 
ceeding one hundred dollars, as may be considered necessary. 

Sue. 0. Be it further enacted, That the board of aldermen 


ne 


shal! have entire control over the streets of said town, may oF | 


der new streets to be laid out, and old ones discontinued at their 
discretion: Provided, however, that no new street be opened nor 
old one discontinued, except by unanimous consent of the boar 
and the board in such acts shall he governed by the law of the 
land, relative to roads and highways. 

Sov. T. Be & further enacted, That all free males betwee 
the, the aes of eighteen and forty five years, and all male claves 
over sixie -n and under sixty years of age, shall be liable to 
work en ihe streets; that such persons shall not be compelled to 
work more than ten days in aay one year, and they shall besz 
empt fiom other read duty. The board shall impose such no 
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on defaulters as they may think necessary, in which they shall 
be governed generally by the lav of tho land. 

Suc. 8. Be i further enacted, That the board ef aldere 
men shall have power to levy 2 taxon all persousand property, 
both real and personal in said town: Provided, however, that tHo 
tax on real property, shall not in any one year exceed twelve 
per cent. ad valorem, on such property, and no tax shall be le 
vied on real estate unless by consent of two thirds of the alder 
men present, and it shall be levied at the beginning of each 
year, and be assessed and collected by an officer to be appoint- 
ed by the board in the same manner as the state tax is collect 
ed: and the board shail also have power to levy a tex on all 
taverns, tippling houses, and billiard tables in said towne 

Suc. 9. Be i further enacted, That all the public pro 
perty in said town, shall belong to said corporation, and the 
board of aldermen may dispose of it in such manner as the best 
interest of said town may require. 

Seco 10. Bei further enacted, That the board of alder- 
men shall have power to constitute and appoint such officers 
with the regulation of their compensation as may be consider- 
ed necessary, and the officers so appointed may be removed at 
the pleasure of the board, and may be required to give bond 
with security to the mayor in such penalty as may be deemed re- 
quisite, and shall perform such duties as may be enjoined upon 
them, and shall be liable for such fines for neglect of duty as 
may be imposed on them. 

Soc ll, Bett further enacted, That all offences against 
the byelaws be prosecuted before the mayor ine summary 
manner, and execution may issue returnable fortawith, and the 
constable shall execute all writs directed to him by the mayor 

Soco 12. Be it fuether enacted, That if the oiice of ab 
dorman of said town shall become vacant by devth, resignation 
or removal from the town, the board chall have power to o> 
point a successor; and should the ofice of mayor become Ve 
cant from either of the aboye meationed cawses or otherwise, 
the chief justice of tho county of Brazoria be, antl he in hereby 
authorised to issue forthwith a writ for a new clection to be held 
ona day mentioned in caid writ, ond if the election required to 
be held on the first Monday im January of every year, shall not 
be held on that doy, it may beholden dtany time, by giving five 
days notice, and all elections for mayor aad aldermen shot? coms 
mence at ten o’clock A. Mey and euse at 2 P, RL 

Sco. 13 Begi further caceted, Thot dho ccnatavle chal 
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give bond and security as other constables, shall be commission 
ed im the same manner, shall have the same power, and be en 
titled to the same fees as other constables. 

Sec. 14. Be tt further enacted, That the board of aldermen 
shall make such compensation to the mayor, and allow him such 
fees as they may deem proper. 

Suc. 15. Be i further enacted, That all laws heretofore 
passed relative to the town of Brazoria, shall be, and the sam 
are hereby repealed, so far as relates to the town of Brazoria, 
and this act shall go into cffect from and after its passage: Pro 
vided, however, that the mayorand aldermen, elected under the 
old charter which is hereby repealed, be, and continue in offics 
and exercise all the powers granted by this act until the qualitice 
tion of their successors, who may be elected at the first regular 


election under this act. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
S. H. EVERITT, 


President pro tem. of the senate. 


Approved, Nov. 16, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
Requiring the auditor to audit the accounts of Nelson Jones. 


Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Tegas, in congress assembled, ‘That the auditor of 
public accounts, is hereby authorised and required to audit the 


ao Se Rs Li 


accounts of Nelson Jones, for three hundred and sixty-four 


dollars. 


Aad farther That the said Nelson Jones, is entitled te ` 


twelve hundred and cighty acres of land as a bounty, for ec? 
vices a5 a soldicrin this republic. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 


Speaker of the house of representatives. 
. S IL EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the senaste 


Approved, Nove 16, 1937. 
SAM. HOUSTON. | 
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AN ACT 


Appropriating money for the purchase of a house for the ws 
of the President. 


Sue. l. Be it enacted, by the senate and house of represca- 
tatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, ‘That 
the sum of six thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby ap- 
propriated for the purchase of a house for the useof his excel. 
lency the president of thst republic, and that the treasurer of this 
republic is hereby required to pay six thousand dollars of tho 
promissory notes of the government to F. R. Lubbock, upon nê 
executing a title for his house, and the let upon which it stands 
on Main street. 

Sec. J. And be tt further enacted, That the further sum of 
two thousand dollars is hereby appropriated for the purpose of 
completing and furnishing the house ina suitable manner to 
make it comfortable, to be drawn for from the treasury by drofa 
drawn by the president’s private secretary in favor of the per- 
sons who may ‘Gnish or furnish his house. 


Suc. 3. And beit further enacted, That so much of an act 


locating temporarily the seat of government, ag appropriated > 


fifteen thousand dollars for the erection of public buildings, be, 


and the same is hereby repealed, 
JOSEPH ROWE, 


President of the house of representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the cenato 
Approved, Nov. I8, 1837. 


SAM. HOUSTON, 


AN ACT 


To incorporate the city of Richmond, and the towns or San Fo 
Ipe de Austin and Lagrange. 


tatives of the republic of Texas, in congress as 
the citizens of the city of Richmond, be and they are horeby 
declared a bedy politic and corporate, by the nome and siyle 
of “the corporation,of the city of Richmond,” and by thatnamo 
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may sue and be sued, implead and be impleaded, and may hold 
ond dispose of real, personal and mixed estate in said city. 

Suc. 2. Beit further enacted, That all that tract of country 
known as the city of Richmond shall be known as the limits and 
boundaries of said city. 

Sree 3. Beit furthhr enacted, That the chief justice of the 
county shall order an clection to be held in said city, under the 
superintendence of some justice of the peace, on the first Mon- 
day of January next, for a mayor, a constable and eight alder- 
men: and an election shall be held on the first Monday in January 
of every year thereafter for the aforesaid officers, which election 
shall be conducted by the mayor or two aldermen, and the per 
sons s9 elected shall continue in office for one year, or until their 
successors are qualified; the mayor so elected shall be commis 
sioned by the chief justice of the county of Fort Bend, and 
shall have all the powers of an ordinary justice of the peace in 
all matters and cases arising under the criminal. laws of the 
country, and shail be authorized and empowered to enforce and 
carry into effect any bye-laws and ordinances, the corporation 
from time to time shall ordain for better regulation of the police 
thereof. 

Soc. 4. Be it further enacted, That no person shall be eligi- 
ble to any of said offices or to vote, who is nota citizen and fiee 
holder or householder in said city. 

Sue. Se De tt further cnacted, ‘That the mayor shall be pre- 
sident of the board of aldermen, that a majority of said board 
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, ant 
that said board may enact such bye-laws for the government of 
said city, not inconsistent with the laws of the land, as may be 
deemed proper, andinilict such fines not exceeding one hundred 
dollars, as may be considered necessary. 

Bre. G. Be d: further enacted, That the board of alder 
men chall have entire control over the sireets of said city, and 
may order new ones io be laid off, and old ones to be discontin- 
ued at their discretion; Provided however, that no new streets be 
opened on old ones discontinued except by unanimous con- 
sent of the board, and the board in such acts shall be governed 
by the laws of the land relating to roads and highways. 

Sro. ‘fo Be d further enacted, That the board of alder 
men shall have power to levy a tax on all persons, property, zeal 
and personal in said city; Provided, that the tax on real pro- 
perty shall not in any onc year exceed ten percent. ad valorem 
on cuch property, and no tax shall be levied on real estate, we 
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loss by consent of two thirds of the aldermen present, and i¢ 
shall be levied at the beginning of cach year, and be assess 
ed and collected by an oflicer appointed by the board, in the 
same manner as the state tax is collected, and the board shall 
alsohave the power to levy a tax on all taverns,,tipplinghouses 
and b. iard tables in said citys 

Suc. 8 Be it further enacted, That all the public proper- 
ty in said city shall belong to said corporation, and the board of 
aldermen may dispose of it in such manuer as the best interes} 
of the city may;require. 

Sue. 9. Be i jurther enacted, That the board of alder- 
men shall have power to constitute and appoint such officers with 
the regulation of thcir compensation as may be considered nc 
cessary, and the officers so appointed may be removed at the 
pleasure of the board, and may be required to give bond with 
security to the mayor in such penalty, as may be deemed requ 
site, and shall perform such duties as moy be enjoined upon 
them, and shal] be liable to such fines for neglect of duty as may 
be imposed on/ihem. 

Suc. 10. Be it furtner enacted, That all offences against 
the bye-laws be prosecuted before the mayor in a summary man- 
ner, and execution may issue returnable forthwith, and the con- 
stable shall execute all writs directed to him by the mayor. 

Sue. ll. be tf furtice enacted, That if the office of alder- 
men of said city shall become vacant by death, resignation or ro- 
moral from said city, the board shall have power io appoint a 
successor, and should the office of mayor become vacant irom 
either of the above mentioned causes, or otherwise, the chief 
justice of the county is hereby authorized to issue s writ fora 
nev election, to be held on a day mentioned in said writ, and 
if the election requir d to be held on the urst Monday in Jana 
ary of cach year, shall not be held on that day it may be held at 
any time, by giving five days notice, and al! elections for mey- 
or or aldermen shall commence st ien o’clock}A. MM. and celoso at 
two P. Al. 

Seo 12. De dt fetur enacied, That the constable shall 
give bond and securily as other constables, sholi be commission- 
ed in the same monnen shall have the same power, and shall 
haye the samé fees as the oiher constables, ~ 

Sec. 19. Be it further enacted, That the board of aldermen 
shall make such compensation to the mayor, and allow nim ouch 
fees as they may deem proper. 

Suc. It. Be d further ceceted, That the town of San Eo- 
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lipe de Austin shall be organized in the same manner as thy 


city of Richmond, and be governed by the provisions of this acy, 
Sreo 15. Be i further enected, That the town of Is 


Grange, in the county of Red River, is hereby incorporated 
vith all the powers and privileges of the cities of Richmond and 


San Felipe de Austin. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives, 
S. H. EVERITT, 


l 
President pro tem. of the senate, | 


Approved, Nov. 18, 1837. 
SAM, HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Ellen O'Donnovan 


Resolved, By the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That Ellen O'Dor 
novan, be, and she is hereby authorized to take possession ofa: 
stock of goods belonging to the estate of her decease husband, | 
upon her giving bond for the duties thereon, for the sum of tr; 


hundred and fifty dollars. i 
JOSEPH ROWE, 


Speaker of the house of representatives 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the senate. ° 
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Approved, Nov. 18, 1837. 


AN ACT 


(xing the Salary of Indian Commissioners. | 


Resolved, by the senate und house of representatives of t 


republic of Texas in congress assembled, That the sum of it) 
dollars por day be allowed to all Indian Commissioners, oppo’: 
ted by the president, according to law, while in aetual sorvit 
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I d returning from, any place to hold or attempt to hold 
song tO and returning irom, any pace t OF atiempt to hol 


an i JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 

S EH. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the senate. 


Approved, Des. l, 1837 
SAM, HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Manuel Carabajal 


Resvloed, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas in congress assembled, that the president of 
the republic be, and he is hereby authorized to pay to Manuel 
Carabajal, asum not exceeding twelve hundred dollars as a come 

ensation for compiling the laws of Coahuila and Texas, upoa 
tio delivery to the secretary of state a copy of the aforesaid laws, 
and that the president be authorized to draw upon the secretas 


ry óf the treasury for such suino ` n 
JOSEPH ROWE, | 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
. & H EVERITT, 
President pro tem, of the senate. 


Approved, Dee. 1, 183% ; 
SAM. HOUSTON, 


see 


AN ACT 


Atmendatory to the several acts ami Ordinances gronting 
Bouaty Lenda 


© 


Whereas, much diticulty exists im feconelling the yerions cone 
flicting laws granting bounty lands to the soldiers and olicers 
who have served in the army, and the cllowance docs not bear 
an equal proportion in many cases to the services rendered, for 
remedy whereof 

go 
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Sze. 1. Bed enacted by the serate and house of reproser 
tatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That 
the lawsin existence granting bounty lands to those who have serv 
edin the army be so amended as to grant to all who have served 
three months in the army, three hundred and twenty acres of 
lands to all who have served for six months, six hundred and 
forty acres; to all who have served for nine months, nine hee: 
dred and sixty acres, and to all who have served twelve months 
or upwards, twelve hundred and eighty acres. 

Src. 2. Be it further enacted, That in all cases where ' 
warrants for beunty landshave been issued by the secretary of | 
war, for less amounts of land than that specified in the first sce: 
tion of this act, it shall be his duty to issue warrants for the ad , 
ditional quantities allowed by this act. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the senate. 


geese 


Approved, Dec. 4, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


| 
| 
JOINT RESOLUITON, 


Allowing the Secretory of War an additional Clerk. 


Resolacd by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the secretary of 
war, be, and is hereby authorized to employ an additional elec 
more than he hes now in his office for the term of six month, . 
who ohall receive the samé pay as the other assistant clerk of 


his okice receives. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives, 
MIRABEAU Be LAMAR, 
Peosident of the senate. 


Approved, Dec. 4 108V 
PAM HOUSTON: | 


ad 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


For the relief of John Buchanan. 


Be tt resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of 
the republic of ‘Texas, in congress assembled, That the sum of 
one hundred and sixty dollars shall be, and the same is hereby 
required to be paid out of any moneys in the treasury not oth- 
erwise appropriated, to John Buchanan, for his services as sec- 
retary rendered the government, ed interim; and the auditoris 
hereby required to allow the said claim, of the said John Buch- 
anan, and give a draft therefor, whenever the same may be pre- 
sented for the amount mentioned in this resolution. 

JOSEPH ROWE, - 
Speaker ofthe house of representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
President of the senate. 


Approved, Dec. 9, 1837. 
SAM, HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of John M. Clifton, 


Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of ‘Texas in congress assembled, that the first audi- 
tor be instructed to audit the accounts of J. M; Clifton. for 
fourteen hundred and thirty-four dollars, thirty-nine zons for 
his expenses in enlisting and mustering into the service of Texas 
ninety-seven menin the spring of cighteen hundred and thirsy 
SEVCIe i 

J OSEPH R Wik, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


Penra Shy 
PERIK at of the senniec. 


28 


AN ACT 
For the relief of Edmund P. Crosby. 


Be it enacted, by the senate and house of representatives of 
the republic of Texas,in congress assembled, That the auditer 
be and he is hereby instructed to audit the amount of Edmund 
P. Crosby’s account, say three hundred and fifty-one dollars aad 
twenty-five cents, in duplicate, (as the original certificate hes 
been lost,) for services in the navy, upon the said Crosby prov 
ing to the satisfaction of the auditor, that the original has been 
lost, and that the account is just. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives, 
. MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 

President of the senate. 


Approved, Dec. 9, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION, 


cette eee ne aa as 


te an etna a . nt en, 


Making appropriations forthe General Land office, and to de ' 


fray the contingent expenses of both houses of congress. 


aco le Be tt enacted, by the senate and house of repro 


e — 


sentatives of the republic of Texasin congress assembled, Tho, 


the sum of five bundred dollars, be and the same is hereby ep 
propriated for the purpose of procuring stationery for the genc 
al land office, and paying the contingent expenses of the same, 
and the treasurer is hercby authorized and required to issue prom 
issory notes for that amount to the commissioner of the gencre 
al land office. 

Soc, 2. Be d further enacted, That the sum of five hum 
dred dollars, be, and the same is hereby appropriated for the pt? 
chasing of stetionery for the use of both kousesof compracsy cat 
that the treasurer is hereby authorized and required to, pay ove? 
to the respective clerk and secretary the above sum, and thot 
the clerk and secretary be required to produce the vouchers 
shewing what disposition they may have made of the above sem 
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at the next meeting of congress, and all individuals holding 
claims coming within the pervue of this bill, present their £s- 
counts to the committee on contingent expenses, 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of reprecentatives, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


President of the senate. 


Approved, Dec. 14, 1837, 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 


For the relief of John Woodruff 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the 

republic of Texas in congress assembled, that the treasurer 

be instructed to pay to John Woodrat the sum of ome bune 

dred and twenty-three dollars and twenty six cents out of 
the promissory notes. 


- 


JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
MIRABBAU Be LAMAR, 
President of the senate. 
Approved, Dec. 14, 1887. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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AN ACT 
To incórporate the Colorado Navigation Company. 


Sco 1. Be dt enacted, by the senate and house of rooe 
sentatives of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, ‘Phat 
there shall be extabhched a company under the name and style 
of the “Colorado Navigation Company,” with a canifal stock 
of one hundred ond twenty-five thousand dollars, with the pir 
llege of enlarging or increasing the same to two hundred and 
fi'c7 thousand dollars, to be divided into shores of one handsed 
dollars each, for the purpose of clearing out a channel RUSGED> 
tible of navigation by stoom boats or other ere for the Colea 
rado river 
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Suc. 2. Be it further enacted, That books shall be oper. 
ed on the first day of February next, to receive subscription 
for said capitol stock at the following places, to wit:—At th 
town of Matagorda, at the house of E. Mercer, in Colorado 
county, at the towns of Columbus, La Grange and Mina, under | 
the supcerintendance of three commissioners at each place, to ' 
wit: at thr town of Matagorda J. T. Belknap, A. Le Clement | 

i 


and S. Mussina; house of E. Mercer, Thomas Rabo, E. Merce 
and William Heard; town of Columbus, J. W. E. Wallace, 
Robert Brotherton and Stephen Townsend; town of La Grange, 
J. He Moore, N. W. Eastland and Andrew Rabb; town of Mi : 
na, John G. McGehee, Richard Vaughn and Russel Craft; and | 
shall continue open twenty days, and the said commissionen , 
shall immediately thereafter transmit to the c mmissioners at: 
Matagorda an account of the subscriptions taken at each place, ! 
and the said commissiencrs at Matagorda shall immediately on | 
the receipt of the subscriptions, take an account of the whale | 
subscriptions taken, and if more than one hundred and twenty. : 
five thousand dollars shall have been subscribed for, the said | 
commissioners shall deduct the amount of such excess from the | 
largest subscriptions, in such manner that no subscription shall | 
be reduced in amount whilst any remain larger, and in éase of | 
such deductions the said commissioners shall cause lists of such | 
apportioned subscriptions to be made out, that the subscriben 
may thereby ascertain the number of shares apportioned to: 
them respectively, and that in case a less amount than one bur | 
dred and twenty tive thousand dollars, shall have been subscrib | 
ed for, ihe books may again be opened by and under the super | 
intendence of the commissioners at the town of Matagorda ' 
should they deem it advisable to do s0, and be re-opened at such 
time and places as may be determined upon by said commission: 
CTS. 
Sav. 3.7 Be ë further enacted, That five per cent. of the 
capital stock shall be paid at the times of subscribing, the bak, 
ance to be paid at such time as the directors may call for the , 
same, by giving at least thirty days notice in some one newopr 
per; provided, that there shall not be an amount execeding: 
twenty-five dollars on- a share called for at any one times and | 
provided further, that in case of {Silure of payment being met 
as aforesaid, the directors shall have the right to forfeit to the 
use of said company the amount paid om such stock. 
Suc. 4. Be it further enacted, That the subseribers torii | 
company, their successors and acsigas shall be, and are hereby | 
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created a corporation under the name and style of “The Cole- 
rado Navigation Company,” and under that name shall be cape- 
ble to contract, to buy, and receive all kinds of property, movo- 
able and immoveable that may be necessary for said corporation, 
and to negotiate, grant, sell and dispose of the same, to borrow 
money on the faith of this charter, and also to pledge such pro- 
perty real and personal for the payment of the same, as in their 
opinion may best conduce to the interest of said company. To 
sue and be sued, to have a commen seal and to establish such 
ordinances, rules and regulations as they may think necessary 
and practicable for the use and protection of the same, not cone 
trary to the constitution and laws of the republic of Texas; 
provided, however, that this secti n shall not be so construed as 
to enable the company to hold more land than may be necessa- 
ry to carry into effect the objects of this act; and provided fure 
ther, that none of the funds of said corporation shall be used in 
purchasing lands, and all lands owned by the corporation shall 
be sold within five years from and after the passage of this act. 

Src. 5. Be it further enacted, That for the management 
of said company there shall be five directors annually elected, 
at the office of said company at the town of Matagorda, by the 
qualified stockholders of the capital stock of said company, by 
a plurality of votes then and there given: each share shall be 
entitled to one vote, and votes allowed by proxy. 

See. G Be st further enacied, That it shall be the duty of 
the commissioners at the town of Matagorda, after one hundred 
and twenty-five thousand dollars of stock shall have been sub- 
_ scribed for, to advertise in some one newspaper, thal an elec- 
tion will take place at the office of said company at the town of 
Matagorda for the aforesaid directors, appointing the day for 
said election, which shall not take place at a shorter period than 
thirty days from the date of said advertisement. 

Sze. 7 Be i further enacted, That the directors so elected 
shall elect a president from their own body, and said president 
and directors shall serve as such until their successors shall be 
duly elected and qualified. f 

Sre. & Be & further enacted, That the annual election 
for directors after the first election, shall be held on the Girst 
Monday ia Janvary in each year, and at their Gest mecting nfo 
ter their election, they shall proceed to elect from their own bod 
a president, to hold his office for the same period as which the 
directors were elected; provided, always that in case ot any 
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time it should so happen, that an election of directors or of pres 
ident of said company should not be so made, as to take effect 
in the way required by this act, the said company shall not from 
that cause be deemed to be dissolved, but it shall be lawful at 
any other time to hold said election, and the manner of holding 
the same shall be regulated by the rules and ordinances of this 
company, and until said election be made the directors and pres 
ident of the said company for the time being shall continue in 
office; and provided, also that in case of death, resignation, ab- 
sence from the republic, non-acceptance or removal, the vacan 
cies shall be supplied by the board of directors. 

Suco 9 Be it further enacted, That no one shall be eligi 
ble to the office of director, who is not the bona fide owner of 
five chares of the capital stock, of said company, and shall have 
held the same at least one month previous to their election. 

Soe. 10. And be it further enncted, That the corporation 
is hereby invested with all the rights and powers necessary for 
the cle esac of the objects for which they are incorpo 
Fate. 

See. lle Be st further enacted, That said company shall 
commence opening the channel of said river and improving the 
navigation thereof within nine months, and complete the same 
sufacient for the passage of steam boats or other crafts, at leest 
fifty miles up the said river, from the town of Matagorda, will 
in four years from the passage of this act, and in case of non 
compliance with this section, this charter shall be deemed for 
feited; provided, however, that if an invasion of the country 
prevents said company from progressing with the work, thats 
much time as may be lost by reason of said invasion shall be od 
ded to the time specified in this section for the commencement 
and completion of the same, 


ee 
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Sco. 12 Be & further enacted, That after the said compe ` 
ny ohall have finished said work as required in section eleven, , 


that ic, rendered the Colorado river susceptible of navigation 


fifty miles above the town of Matagorda, the company shell . 


have the power to levy, reecive and collect such tolls upon all 


steam boats or other craft, and upon all freight carried up or 


down said river, as may be determined upon by said company: 
provided, that no part of the capital of said company shall bs 
employed for any other purpess or project, except for the rem 
val of obstructions in the river and the navigation of the s1m2 
and for an attempt at such project the charter shall be forfeited; 
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and provided also, that the charges or oe shall be u pi terms 
ity to all persons who may wish to navigate the river. 
Se oe JOSEPH RUWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


President of the senate. 


Approved, Dec. 14, 1837. 
aa SAM. HOUSTON. 
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AN ACT 
Creating the county of Montgomery. 


Suc. le Be iż enacted, by the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives of the republic of Texas in congréss assembled, That 
all that part of the county of Washington, lying east of the 
Brazos, and southeast Navisota rivers, shall constitute and form 
a new county to be known and designated by the name of Mont- 
gomery county. 

Suc. 2 Be & further enacted, That the said county of 
Montgomery shall be included in the third judicial district, and 
the district courts thereof shall be holden at the county seat of 

‘said county, on the fourth Mondays of April and October in 
each and every year, and the county courts for said county shall 
commence and be holden on the second Mondays of February, 
May, August and November, in each year. 

Sze. 3 Be & further enacted, That James Mitchell, 
Pleasant Gray, William Robinson, Elijah Collard, Charles Gar- 
nett, Joseph Le Bennet, B. Be Goodrich, D. D. Dunham, and 
Henry Fanthorpe, be, and they are hereby appointed commis- 
siqners, with power and authority (any five of them concurring) 
toselect a proper place for the seat of justice for said county, and 
to obtain by purchase upon the faith and credit of the county, 
or veceive by donation such quantity of land as will be sufficient 
for the erection of public buildings, and for defraying such’ oti- 
er necessary expenses of caid county as said commissioners may 
deem expedient and that the land co purchased or donated shail 

-be under the superintendance and control of the board of com- 
missioners of said county. 

Sue. 4. Be d further enacted, That the said county of 

| Montgomery, shall be entitled to one representative in CONLFES, 
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and that the counties of Washington and Montgomery shall con: | 
stitute a senatorial district. 

Sec. 0. Be it further enacted, That the said county of 
Montgomery shall be organized in conformity with the several 
acts organizing the district and inferior courts, and in case any 
- suit or suits are now pending in any of the courts of Washing. 
ton county, wherein the defendant or defendants were residing 
in that part of Washington county lying east of the Brazos and 
Navasoto rivers, at the commencement of said suit or suits, it 
shall be lawful on application of the defendant or defendants in 
open court, for the court of Washington county to grant a re 
moval of said suit or suits to the proper court of Montgomery | 
county, and it shall be the duty of the clerk to furnish either | 
party a copy of the records in such suit or suits. : 

Sec. 6 Be it further enacted, That the lower line of the 
county of Montgomery shall commence at the mouth of Lake! 
creek, thence in fa direct line to the head of Pond creek, aad | 
thence in a direct line to the mouthof Beeson’s creek, thence up 
the Brazos river to the mouth of the Navasoto river. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker 0° the house of representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the senate. 


See ac ae 
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Approved, Dec. 14, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON, 


AN ACT 


\ 
| 
Regulating the time of holding District Courts of Brazoria: 
Matagorda and Jackson counties. 
Suc. 1. Be dt enaeled, by the senate and house of represen 
tatives of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That. 
the district courts in and for the county of Brazoria, shall here, 
after be allowed to continue their regular sessions for the period: 
of three weeks and no longer. b 
Sue. 3 And be tt further enacted, That the district courts, : 
in and for the county of Matagorda, shall hereafter commence | 
on the third Mondays after the fourth Mondays in March and 


l 
| 
l 
September, and continue in session one week and no longer, ant | 


in the couaty of Jackson, on the fourth Mondays after the fourth 
Mondays in March and September, and continue one week and 
no longer. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
S. H EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the senate. 
Approved, Dec. 14, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON, 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


For the relief of S. Hatch. 


Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas, in congress assembled, hat it shal] be the 
duty of the auditor of public accounts to allow Sylvenus Hatch 
the amount of five hundred and sixty-two dollars and fifty cents, 
for iron furnished the army, which doth appear from a certificate 
of the person that received the game, and countersigned by Po 
Caldwell, quarter master, which was referred to the committee 
on claims and accounts of the house of representatives, and by 
them mislaid or lost. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
S.H. EVERITT, 


President pro tem. of the senate. 


Approved, Dec. Id, 1837.1 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


Soe 


AN ACT 
‘Co establish the county of Faycttes 
Soco l Be i enacted, by the senate and house of repre- 


sentatives of the republic of Texas, in congrcas assembled, What 
the territory etabraced within the following boundaries, shall 
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constitute éne of the counties of this republic, aad be called 
the county of Fayette: beginning at Grassmeyer’s ferry on the 
Colorado, thence in a north easterly direction at right angle 


with the general course of the river Colorado, to the divide | 


between the waters of Colorado and the Brazos; -themes 
down said divide, in a southeasterly direction to the south: 
west corner of a league of land granted to Wm. Burnett; thence 
couthwestwardly cressing Colorado river, where the upper ling of 
a league of land granted to J. Duty, corners upon the samc; 
thence continuing the same course to the Lavacca, at the upper 
corner of the league of land granted to William Ponton; thence 
up the Lavacca with the line between Austin and Dewitt’s colo: 
ny to the head of said stream; thence in a northeasterly dire 
tion to the place of beginning, so as to leave Grasmeyer’s in the | 
county of Mina. 

Soco 2 Be ë further enacted, That the seat of justice for ` 
said county shall be, and is hereby established at the town of | 
La Grange, on the cast side of the Colorado river, near the Ls | 
Bahia crossing of the same. 


| 


Sue. 3. Be i further enacted, That immediately afterth 


pacsage of this act there shall be a chief justice appointed for | 


said county, who shall procéed to organize the same, in ac . 


cordance with the laws, in such cases made and provided. 
Sse. 4. Be i further enacted, That the county court for | 
paid county shall be held on the third Mondays im February, | 
May, August and November; and the district courts shall bè 
H 

| 


held on the third Mondays after the fourth Mondays im Marh | 
and September in each year, and shall continue in session until | 
all the business before said courts shall be finished, 


Sre 5. Be d further enacted, That the county of Foy: } 


ette be attached to, and form a part of the’third judicial district | 
Scc @ Be æ further enacted, That the county of Fay | 
ette be entitled to one representative, and be attached to the 
senatorial district of Mina and Gonzales. 
Sne 7e Be & further enacted, That the returna of the | 
election for senator shall be made to the chief justice of the , 
county of Mina, who shall issue the corresponding certificate 

to the person elected. JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representativos 

MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


President of the estato 
Approved, Dee 14, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. | 


AN ACT : 


Jaeoporating the city of San Antonio and other towns therein 
named. f 


Snc. 1. Be st enacted, by the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives of the republic of T'exas, in congress assembled, That 
the citizens of San Antonio in the county of Bexar, be, and 
they are hereby declared a body politic and corporate, by the 
name and title of the city of San Antonio, Pand by that name 
may sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, and may hold 
and dispose of real-and personal estate in said city. 

Suc. 2 Be it further enacted, That the bounds and limits 
of said city, and within which the said corporation shal] exer- 
cise lawful jurisdiction, shall include and comprchend all that 
tract of land originally granted to and composing said city, with 
its precincts. 

Seco 3. Be it further enacted, That the qualified voters of 
said city shall elect members to form a city council, consisting 
of one mayor, or president, and eight aldermen, and also a 
treasurer and a collector; the mayor and aldermen shall appoint 
one or more constables as may be necessary, and shall regulate 
their salary or fees, and alse a clerk er secretary, vho shall 

ossess a competent knowledge of the Castilian and English 
anguages, and whose salary and fees shall likewise be xed by 
said council, shall give good and sufficient security to be approve 
ed by the chief justice of the county, for the failnful discharge 
of their duties and of the trusts reposed in them; the amount of 
their bonds if forfeited to be paid into the city treasury. 

Seco 4. Bett further enacted, That the first election under 
this act, shall take place on the first Monday in Merch, one 
thousand cight hundred and thirty-eight, and every following 
year on the first Monday in January, and public notice there- 
of, shall be given at least cight days preceeding suid clec 
tion, in the first instance by the chief justice of the county, or 
during his absence or indisposition by one of the associate juse 
tices, under whose direction the first election shall be beld, sad 
ever afterwards under that of the mayor and two aldermen, who 
with the remainder of the couacil, shall exercise the fanctions of 
their office until their successors are duly sworn in: each mem- 
ber ofscid council and al! officers appointed by it, shall take an 
oath of office in the accustomed form. 

Al é 
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Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That no person shall beg 
member of said council nor be entitled to vote for any member 
thereof, who is not either a householder or owner of real estate 
within the boundaries of said corporation, and who has not ro 
sided thercin at least six months previous to an election, and 
paid up his city taxes. 

Suc. 6. Bett further enacted, That the mayor as president 
with a majority of the council, shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business; they shall have power to enact anden 
force such ordinances and regulations as they may deem neces 
sary for the better government of their city and its precincts; 
Provided, the same shall not conflict with the cons‘itution and 
laws of the republic; they shall also form bye-laws io regulate 
their own proceedings, and shall have entire control in all that 
relates to the police of the city, such as paving and cleaning the 
streets, regulating the markets, removing nuisances, and procur. 
ing for the city a supply of wholesome water; for these and 
such like purposes they are authorised to levy equitable and y 
moderate taxes, on all fixed and moveable property within their 
jurisdiction, and recover the amount of the same by the mog 
summary process: the poorest class of citizens who may be ex 
empt from direct taxation, shall be obliged to contribute by 
their manual labor towards all works of publicutility, the quay ; 
tity of said lahor to be equally apportioned and received in lieu | 
of pecuniary contribution or vice versa. The council is author | 
ized to inflict moderate fines for infractions or disobedience of | 
its ordinances, and recover the same by summary proceedings; | 
Provided, that in all cases, either of unequal taxation, undue de 
mand for labor or excessive fines, the parties aggrieved shall 
Huave the right to appeal to the county court. 

Suc. 7. Be & further enacted, Th:t the said council are | 
niso authorized to grant licenses to persons retailing spiritvow 
iiguors, to keepers of billiard tables and others; Provided, that 
no gaming establishment, nor any other contrary to law shall 
be sanctioned or covered by such licenses. 

See. & Be i further enacted, That the said council in 
conjunction with the justices of the county courts are horeby 
empowered and authorised to sell and alienate such public lo: 
or parcels of land as may lie within their jurisdiction, and t 
which there is no legal claimant or title, and also to dispose of 
such houses or other buildings as may have formerly been the 
property of the corporation of said city, and “the council moy | 
sue for and recover all debts, forfeitures, &c. accruing or duc (0 : 
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the said corporation, the proceeds of such sales to be appropri- 
ated to the erection or repairs of a court house, jail and other 
such public edifices as may be deemed most fit, and to the erec- 
tion and endowment of a public school. 

Suc. 9. Be it further enacted, That the mayor and alder- 
men Of said council shall be commissiuned by the chief justice 
of the county to act as justices of the peace, exercising the same 
powers and entitled to the same fees as other magistrates of the 
same class. 

Sec. 10. Be it further enacted, That it shail be the special 
duty of said council to promote by every equitable means, the 
establishment of a common schools, male and female within the 
limits of the corporation in which the Enylish language shall be 
taught, and the children of the poor class of citizens invited and 
received gratis. 

See. Ll. Be ¿i further enacted, That the town of Victo- 
ria be, and the same is hereby incorporated, and shall have the 
same power and be governed by the same rules and regulations 
as are enacted in ihe act of incorporation and government of the 
city of San Antonio, with the exception of having but five alder- 
men instead of cight. 

Suc. 12. Be it further enacted, That the town of Gonzales 
be, and the same is hereby incorporated, and shall have the 
same power and be governed by the same rules, that are enact- 
ed for the incorporation and government of the city of San 


Antonio. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the senate. 
Approved, Dec. 14, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 


To create a board of Medical Censors for the republic of Texas. 


Suc. le Beč enacted, by the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That 
there shall be clected by joint vote of both houses of congress, 
one physician of each and every senatorial district in this re- 
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public, who shall be a resident citizen of the same at the time 
of his election, which men when so elected shall form a board 
of medical censors for the republic, and may continue in office 
during good behavour, whose duty it shall be to grant license 
¿0 practice medicine and surgery in this republic. 

Sec. 2 And be at further enacted, That the said board of 
medical censors shall meet annually at the seat of government 
on the second Monday of November, then and there to transact 
the several duties herein required of them, and the said board 
shail at their first mecting, elect from their own body a presi- 
dent and a secretary, who shall hold their office for a term of 
one year or until their successor shall be duly qualified. 

Suc. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the du. 


ty of said board of censors at their first meeting to adopt rales | 
and reguiations for their government and to establish the method | 


of taking evidences of qualification, and granting licenses to 
applicants therefor, to practice medicine and surgery any where 
in this republic upon satisfactory evidence of qualification being 
produced to the board in such manner as the said board may 
hereafter adopt: giving due weight to usual credentials, reputa- 
tion established by experience, and the test of examination ur 
der the direction of said board, 

Suc. te And be it further enacted, That one third of said 
board shall form a quorum to transact business, shall have pow- 
cr to fill vacancies, and by a vote of two thirds of the members 
present may expel a member. 

Sec. 5. And beit further enacted, That all licenses to prac 
tice medicine and surgery, or either, shall be signed by the pres 
ident-of the board, and countersigned by the secretary thereof 
except the temporary licenses: and for such licenses the appli- 
cant shall pay the sum of twenty dollars, and any charge for 
medical services shall not be recoverable in any court of law or 
equity in this republic,cafter the first day of June next, ur 
less the person rendering such services were furnished at the 
time with a license in manner as herein prescribed for and 
required, a 

Soco 6 And be it further enacted, That to prevent dehy 
and inconvenience a single member of the board of medicel 
censors may grant temporary licenses to applicants therefor, and 
make report thereof to the next meeting of the said board for 
confirmation, or further evidence of qualification to be given by 
the applicant; Provided, that a temporary license shall not cone 
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tinue im force longer than one month after the next meeting of 
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the board, and that a temporary license shall in no instance be 
granted by a censor after the applicant has been refused a li- 
cense by said board of censors, and the applicants shall not be 
charged any pay for said temporary license. 

Suc. 7. And be it further enacted, That no person shall be 
appointed, or hold a commission in the army or navy for any 
office in the medical staff of the army of this republic any time 
after the first of June next, unless he be furnished with a license 
to practice medicine and surgery as herein provided. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That said board shall 
enter on a book to be kept by them for that purpose the names 
of each and every person they shall license to practice medi- 
cine or surgery, and the time of granting the same, together 
with the names of the board present, and shall publish the 
same in some newspaper at the seat of government within thbir- 
ty days thereafter. 

Sec. 9. And be tt further enacted, That all moneys which 
may be paid for licenses to the said board of censors shall be the 
property of the same, and may be used by themin any manner 
they may think proper. 

Sze. 10. And be it further enacted, Thatit shall be the du- 
ty of the president of the republic, so soon as the board of med- 
ical censors herein created shall bejelected, to notify them there- 
of and commission them, as well as such others as may be duly 
made agreeably to the act, upon being notified thereof by the 
president of said board of medical censors. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


President of the senate. 
Approved, Dec. 14, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


To compensate the Commissioners appointed to select a site for 
the seat of Government. 


Resolaed by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas in congress assembled, That cach of the com- 
missioners appointed to receive propositions to locate the seat of 
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government, cxamine sites &c. &c., be authorized to receive five 

dollars per day while in employment in the discharge of that dy. 

ty, and that the certificate of the speaker of the house of repre. 

seatatives be a sufficient voucher for the same, and the audito 

isher ++. required and instructed to audit and allow such claim 

on tae pro--ntation of such certificate of the speaker of the 
nome Of r presentalives. to be paidin civil list. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 

President of the senate, 

Approved, Dec. 14 1857. 

SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 
To detine the boundaries of the county of Gonzales. 


Br ienai da by the senate and house of representatives of 
the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That the bounde 


riesof the county of Gonzales be, and the same are hereby os | 


tablished ia the manner following, viz: beginning on the west 
bank of tne Labacca river, at the lower corner of a tract of 
land deedul to Andrew Kent, thence on a direct line to the 
syetug of "he La Bahia road, on the Guadaloupe river, thence 
continuing tac same dirceivn the alstance of fifteen miles from 
viid river fo a point for the south west corner, theuce ona di 
reat waco io the crossing of tne road leading from Gonzales to 
Siu auionio, on the weslern branch of the Sandies; thence con 
tinuing the same direction to the upper San Antonioroad, ,thence 
with said road to the north east corner of Dewitt’s colony, thence 
with the line of said colony to the place of beginning. 
JOSEHH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of r2presentatives 
i S H. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the sonate: 


Approved, Dec. 14, 1837, 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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AN ACT 


To provide for the punishment ‘of Crimes and Misdemeanors 
commitied by slaves and free persons of color. 


Suc. 1. Be et enasted by the senate and house of represent- 
atives of the republic of ‘Texas, in congress assembled, That 
from and after the passage of this act, the following shall be con- 
sidered as capital offences when committed by è slave or free 
person of color, to wit: Insurrection or any attempt to excite it, 
poisoning or attempting to poison, committing a rape or altempte 
ing it on any free white female, assaulting a free white person, 
with intent to kill, cr with a weapon likely to produce death, or 
maiming a free white person, arson, murder, burglary, every and 
each of which otfences shall be triable in the district courts and 
upon conviction shall be punished with death. 

Sre, % Be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful 
for any free person of color, to inveigie or entice away from 
their owner or master, any slave or slaves. nor to aid or assist any 
slave or slaves in leaving thigrepublic, without the consent of the 
owner of such slave or slaves: nor shall it be lawful for any free 
person of color to conceal or render aid or assistance to any run- 
away slave, with the intent to prevent the return of such run- 
away to his or her owner, and upon conviction of any of the 
foregoing offences before the district courts, such free person of 
color shall be fined in a sum equal to the value of such slave or 
slaves, and on failure to pay the said fine shall be sold as a slave 
for life. 

Soc. 3. B> it further enacted, That ail other crimes and 
misdemeanors, known to the common law of Engeland, commit- 
ted by slaves, shal! be triable before the county couris, and on 

conviction shall be punishable at the discretion of said court, co 
-as not to extend to life or limb. 

Sec. -t Be it further cnacied, That npon complaint made 
upon oath to any member of the county court, of any offence 
not capital having been committed by any slave, it shall be the 
duty of said court forthwith to call 2 spacial torm of ssil cous 
for the trial of such slave, and when any such special term mey 
be called, it shall be the duty of the county court in conjunction 
with the sheriff to draw fifteca jurors, in the usual way io attend 
such term, and if any of them should feil to attend, or from chet 
lenges the number of twelvo rhould not be had, it skall be mode 
up from the bystanders, j 
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Soc. 5. Be it further enacted, That it shall not be neces 
sary in such cases, that a bill bé found by a grand jury, but the 
party shall be required to proceed to trial upon a charge made 
out and signed by the person lodging the information settin 
forth the offence with which such slave stands charged. f 

Sre 6 Beit further enacted, That if any slave or free per- 
son of color shall use insulting or abusive language to, or threat. 


enany free white person, upon complaint thereof before any | 


justice of the peace, such justice shall cause such negro to be ar- 
rested, and upon conviction, the slave or free person of color, 
shall be punished by stripes not exceeding one hundred por les 
than twenty-five. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


President of the senate. 


SAM. HOUSTON. 
© 


Approved, Dec. 14, 1837. 


JOINT. RESOLUTION 


Concerning the public Archives. 


Src. le Be i enacted, by the senate and house of repro 
sentatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That 


it shall be the duty of every person or persons, who may havein | 


his or their possession or control any titles or decuments what- 
ever, which relate to lends, and which by the laws now or here 
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after existing in Texas, have been and are considered “Ar | 


“chives,” to deliver the same to the commissioner of the general 
land office, on his order, within sixty days after the final passage 
of this act. 


Se 2 And be dt Jurthor enacted, That any and all per . 


sons comprehended within the meaning and provisions of the 
frat cection of this act, who shall fail or refuse to comply with 
the duties herein required, shall be taken and considered as guil 
ty of a high misdemeanor, and shall upon conviction thereof, be 
fore the district court, be fined not leso than one thousand dob 
larg Bor more than five thoucand dollars at the discretion of the 
court, and in default of payment, shall be committed untl said 
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fine is paid, and the person so offending in addition to the afore- 
said fine, shall forfeit all land he may own in this republic and 
be forever incapable of acquiring ans, and shall neither vote 
nor be eligible to any office civil or military under this govern- 
ment. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That at the end of the 
sixty days from and after the final passage of this act, or at an 
time thereafter upon information being given, it shall be the du- 
ty of the commissioner of the general land of ce to notify the dis- 
trict attorney of all those who may have offended against its 
provisions, and it shall be the duty of the district attorney of the 
proper district,to commence and institute prosecutions against 
all persons so offending in the premises, and they shall be held 
in close custody, without bail or mainprize until the archives 
which may be in their control or possession are delivered over 
‘ to the proper officers, and bis receipt obtained therefor. 

Sec, 4. And be it further enacted, Thatit shall be the du- 
ty of all grand jurors and civil officers of this sepublic to be aid- 
ing and assisting in carrying into effect the provisions of this 
act and to give information of all violations of the same which 
may come to the knowledge of any or either of them. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the du- 
ty of the secretary of state, forthwith after the final passage of 
this act, to have it published in the Texas Telegraph and trans- 


mit copies thereof to the chief justices of the several counties of 


this republic. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the senate. 


Approved, Dec. 14, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


ND, 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


ee the Treasurer of the Republic to issue Change 
otes. 


Suc. I. Be dt resolved, by the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That 
the treasurer of the republic is hereby authorized to issue change 


a 
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notes of the several denominations of one, two, and three dole 
lars to an ameunt not exceeding ten thousand dollars, signed by 
his chief clerk, redeemable by hims:lf oa presentation in th. 
promissory notes of the government, authorized by an act pas | 
ed June 9, 1837. j 
Suc. 2 Be dt further resolved, That the said treasurer ¢ 
shall be required to reserve, in the treasury at all times, an! 
amount of promissory notes equal to the issue of said change! 


notes, for the redemption. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 


Speaker of the house of representatives 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the senate. | 


Approved, Dec. 14, 1837. | 
| 
| 


SAM. HOUSTON. 


| 
AN ACT | 
To clear out the rivers Attoyac, Angelina and Neches. | 
Souc, le Bed enacted, by the senate and house of repre 
sentatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, Tha 
for the purpose of clearing out and improving the navigation ol 
the rivers Attoyac, Angelina and Neches, the county courts of 
the several countics contiguous to and adjoining the said river 
are hereby authorized and directed to appoint three commission 
ers from each of said counties, whose duty it shall be to examin 
gaid streams, and to make a minute of the expenses necessary t, 
open the same, to remove all the obstructions to the navigatio 
thereof, and to report the same to the county courts of their re' 
spective ccunties, as early as may be practicable. f 
Src. 2. Be ie further enacted, That it shall be the duty ci 
each of the said county courts on the receipt of the report of tht 
commissioners to make an estimate and valuation of the landsbor 
dering on the said rivers, and that they be authorized to ases 
and collect from the proprietors of such lands a tax not to cs 
ceed two cents peracre, which tax shall be collected in the acl 
manner, and under the same penalties as are prescribed for te 
collection of the general tex on lands. P 
Szo. 3. Be dt further enacted, That it shall be the duty off. 


ral 


oe y : i , & 
several commissioners to be appointed by the county courts ain, 


Aa 


daid, to examine each of the said rivers, and report to the highest 
point on the same, that it may be practicable to render them nav- 
igable by steam boats of the smallest class, it being the inten- 
tion of this law to render the said water courses as extensively 
beneficial as possible, and the county courts shall endeavor to 
remove the obstructions to the navigation of said rivers as far as 
may be practicable. 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That for the more certain 
completion of the work herein intended, it shall be the duty of 
the county court to employ a sufficient number of competent 
men to execute the sane, and to appoint one supervisor for 
each county, whose duty it shall be to superintend said work 
and the workmen employed on the same, within ther respective 
counties; and the said supervisor shall be responsible to, and un- 
der the direction of the said county court, and removeable by 
them at pleasure. 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the chief justice of each county to make a full report tri- 
annually to the secretary of state, of the proceedings of the 
court under this act, and of the progress made in the removal of 
the obstructions to the navigation of the rivers aforesaid, and 
the said chief justice, together with each of the associate jus- 
tices, shall be responsible to the executive for all the moneys 
which may come into their hands, from the assessment of taxes 


as herein before authorized. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
President of the house of representatives, 


MIRABEAU B- LAMAR, 


President of the senate 
Approved, Dec. 14, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 


To prevent the issuing of individual Printed or Lithozraphed 
Notes. 


Be tf enacted, by the senate and house of representatives of 
of the repablic of Texas, im congress assembled, That from and 
after thirty days from the passage of this act, it shall be unlaw. 
ful for any person or persons, to either issue or put in circulation 
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any printed or lithographed promissory notes of any denomina 
tion whatever, or any other printed or lithographed note, bill oy 
paper, purporting to represent the value of money and intend. 
ed for circulation; and any person violating the provisions of 
this act, shall on conviction before any justice of the peace, of 
other court of this republic, be fined in asum not less than fiyo 
dollars nor more than fifty dollars for each offence, and it is hero. 
by made the duty of all grand jurics of this republic to enquire 
into and present all persons offending against the provisions of 
this act,fand any person within ten days after the passage of this 


act, who shall present in payment of debt or for purchase of | 
any property whatever any of the above promissory notes, shall | 


be on conviction fined not less than five dollars nor more than 


nifty dollars. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives, 
JOINT RESOLUTION 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the senate, 


Approved, Dec. 14, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 
To define the boundaries of the county of Shelby. 


Gre. Ll. Be č exacted, by the senate and house of repre 
sentatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, Thot 
the following limits shall compose the boundaries of the coualy 
of Shelby, from and after the passage of this act, viz: the linc 
beginning atthe mouth of the Small Bayou which empties into 
the Sabine river, just below the town of Hamilton, and running 
up that Bayou to the crossing of the road leading from Hamib 
ton to San Augustine, thence on that road to a point opposite 
Buckley’s, thence on a direct line including Buckley’s house te 
a house lately built by J. Rowe, thence ona direct line fo a 
point right on the road leading from J. M. Bradley’s to Ša 


Augustine, one anda half miles distant from said ‘Bradley's , 


thence on a direct linc to Kerr's ferry on the Attoyac river 


thence up‘that river to its source, or to the crossing of Tram | 


mels trails butif thesaid trail should cross above the head watci 


tn 


{ 


| 
1 
j 
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of that river, then the said line shall run due west, from its head 
waters to said trail; thence on that trail to the Sabine river, 
thence up that river to the,Cherokee crossing of the same, thence 
on the road leading to Jonesborough to the Big Cypress Bayou, 
thence down that bayou to Lake Sodo, thence east to the boune 
dary line between this Republic and the United States of the 
north, thence along = a south to the Sabine river, thence 
the said river to the beginning point 
oe "JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the senate. 


Approved, Dec. 14, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 


To deline the boundaries of the county of Washington. 


Sec. le Bedii enacte’, by the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That 
all that district of country within the following described boun- 
dary be, and compose the county of Washington, (to wit:) be- 
ginning at the mouth of Caney creck, on the west bank of the 
Braves river; thenee up said creek to its most northwestern 
source; thence in a western direction, to the south east corner 
of the league of land granted. to Harmon Hebsely on Mill 
creek; thence west to the ridge dividing the waters of Cummings 
creek, of the Colorado, and the waters of New Years and Yie 
gua creeks ofthe Brazos; thence north along said ridge with the 
eastern boundary of the counties of Fayette and Mima to the 
old San Antonio road; thence cast with said road to the Nava- 
soto river; thence down said river to its mouth; thence down 
the riyer Brazos to the place of beginning. 

JOSEPH ROWE, a 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
S. He EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the senate, 


Approved, Dec. 14, 1837. 
g SAM HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 
To incorporate the town of Matagorda. 


Suc. le Be 2 enacted, by the senate and house of repres 
sentatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That 
the citizens of the towns of Matagorda, the City of Hamilton 
and the town of Sabine, both on the Sabine river, be, and they 
are hereby incorporated as bodies politie with the same powers 
and privileges as are conferred upon the town of Brazoria, by 
an act passed at the extra session of this congress. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


President of the senate. 


SAM. HOUSTON. 


Approved, Dec. l4, 1837. 


Tnn n amend 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


For the purchase of the Steamer Pulaski. 


Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas in congress assembled, . That the president 
be and is hereby instructed to purchase and arm for the nation 
al defence of this republic, the marine steamer Pulaski, and the 
necessary sum for so doing is hereby appropriated out of any 
unappropriated money in the treasury. 

| JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
' S. H EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the senato 
Approved, Dec. 14, 1887. i 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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AN ACT 


To pay the officers and soldiers of the Army and N QV 
^ 


Sec. 1. Be dt enacted, by the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That 
two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, of the promissory notes 
authorized to be issued by an act passed on 9th of June, 1837. 
are hereby expressly appropriated for the payment of arreara- 
ges now due the officers of the army and navy, and the soldiers 
and sailors of the same. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That every person entitled 
to the payment provided by thisact, shall, when he presents his 
drafts to the treasurer, take an oath that said draft or drafts were 
originally issued to him, and that since, he has not sold, alienated 
or pledged the same to any person, and that he is now the bona 
fide and sole owner of it or them. If there be any endorsement 
or appearance of endorsement on any draft, the hofder shall be 
required to produce satisfactory proof to the treasurer thai the 
said draft has never been sold or transferred. 

Suc. 3. Be it furth:r enacted, Thatif the situation of the 
republic should be such as to require a greaterissue of the pron 
issory notes than the amount appropriated by an act passed the 
9th of June, 1837, that the president be, and he is hereby ree 
quired to have issued one hundred and fifty thousand dollars of 
the promissory notes of the government, of the same character 
and ne more: and also that the treasurer, or his chief clerk, is 
hereby authorized to administer the oath prescribed in the sc- 
cond section of this act. Jnd further provided, that the presi- 
dent be authorized io appoint a proxy tosien his name to the 
above notes. 

‘ JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


President of ihe senate 
Approved, Dec. It, 1837, 
SAM. HOUSTON, 


AN ACT 


Supplementary to “an act to pay the officers soldiers and sai- 
lors of the Army and Navy.” 


Suc. 1. Be i enacted, by the senate and house of repre 
sentatives of the republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That 
the benefits of the above recited act is intended to be extended 
to all officers, soldiers and sailors who may now be, or have been 
heretofore engaged in the defence of the country, either in the 
army OF navyo 

Suc. 2 Be it further enacted, That the benefits of this 
act shall be extended to those who rendered actual, personal, 
and only for personal services in the army and navy, and only 
that portion of them who are the original holders of said claims, 

JOSEPHROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the senate. 


Approved, Dec. 14, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN “ACT 


To define the boundaries of the counties of San Augustine and 
Sabine. 


Sze. l. Bedi enacted, by the senate and house of repre 
sentatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, ‘Liat 
the boundary line of the county of San Augustine, shall begin 
on the Attoyac river, at the line of the county of Shelby, and 
run on that line fo the line of the county of Sabine; thence ca 
that line to the crossing of the road over the Pollygotch bayag 


~ 


near Mr. Sneeds; thence on a direct line to Mr. Pressnais - 


thence southwest to the road leading from San Augustine to 
Zavala; thence on that road to the line of the county of Jes 
per; thence on that line to the Angelina river; thence up that 
river to the mouth ofthe Attoyac; thence up the west bank c? 
that river to the beginning point. 
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Suc. 2 Be ct further enacted, That all the territory 
lying west of the Sabine river, south of Shelby, east of San Au- 
gustine county, and north of Jasper county, and not included in 
any other county. shall constitute and compose the county of 


Sabine. g 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the senate. 


Approved, Dec. 14, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 


Creating the county of Fannin. 


Suec. 1. Ep it enacted, by the senate And house of repre- 
sentatives of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That 
all the territory included within the following limits to wit: Be- 
ginning at the mouth of the Bois d’ Arc creek, thence up said 
creek to the crossing thereof, at the residence of Carter Cliffs; 
thence south to a point thirty miles in a straight line from the 
place of beginning; thence westwardly and northwardly to Red 
River, so as to include all the territory within the aforesaid 
bounds, and east of the cross timbers, thence down Red river to 
the place of beginning, be and-thé same is hereby created into 
a new county to be called the county of Fannin. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said county shall 
be organized, in conformity with the provisions of “an aci crea- 
ting the county of Houston,” and that the first court of said coun- 
ty shall be held at the residence of Jacob Black, on the last 
Monday in January, 1838; and thereafter on the first Monday 
in March, June, October and December, in each year, and shall 
remdin in session each term until the business before the said 
court shall be disposed of, 

Sué. 3 Be it further enacted) That said county shall be 
and the same is hereby included in the first judicial.district, and 
the district courts of said county shall be held on the second 
Mondays after the first Mondays in March and September in 
each year. l 


be 
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Seco 4. Be tt further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the county court of said county at the first term thereof to ap. | 
point two commissioners from the lower, and two commissionen | 
from the upper end, and one commissioner from the centre of | 
said county whose duty it shall be to locate the permanent seat | 
of justice fog said county; and said commissioners after being = 
sworn, shall proceed to locate the same as near the centre of : 
said county, with a view to future divisions and the constitution. | 
al size of the same, as a sufficiency of water, timber, and other | 
conveniences may be found, who shall receive from the treasury | 
of said county such compensation as may be allowed them By | 
the county court thereof; whose duty it shall be, so soon as the | 
seat of justice is located, to remove all the public records of snid . 
county to said place. and hold their courts at such place. ! 

Suc. 5. Be it further enacted, That said county of Fa 
nin, and the county of Red river shall constitute and compos 
one senatorial district. i 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives 
S H. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the senate. 
Approved, Dec. 14, 1837. 


i 


SAM. HOUSTON, 


t 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


Locating permanently the seat of Justice for the county o 
Brazoria. 


Rrsoleod, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas, in congress assembled. That Brazoria in the : 
county of Brazoria be, and the same is hereby deelared tob: 
the permanent seat of justicefor said county. | 

` JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives 
S. H EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the senate. 


Approved, Dec. 14, 1837. 
: SAM. HOUSTON. 
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AN ACT 
To define the boundarics of Jasper county. 


Sec. 1. Be it enacted, by the senate and house of represen- 
tatives of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That the 
following boundaries shall be the permanent bounds of Jasper coun- 
ty; beginning on the Sabine river, at the northeast corner of Jef- 
ferson county; thence along the north line of said county to the 
Neches river; thence up said river to old fort Terran, thence in 
a direct line to the mouth of Big Bear creek; thence up said 
creek to Jones’. bridge; thence in a direct line from Bear creek - 
in a direct line to McKims; thence in a direct line to Bevil’s fer- 
ry on the Sabine. ee 

Sec. 3. Be i further enacted, That the chief justice of Jas- 
per county shall issue an order for an election, to be held on the 
Jost Monday in January, 1$38, to elect three commissioners for 
selecting a proper site for the permanent seat of justice for said 
county; and said commissioners immediately after being notified 
of their election shall forthwith proceed to select such place asis 
in their opinion the best calculated for a county seas of said 
county, and report the same to the chief justice of said county. 

Sec. Jo Beit further enacted, That if the commissioners 
should selecta place on private property, then they shall buy or 
reccive ifas a donation to the courts so much land as may be ne- 
cecsary for a county seat, and divideit off into suitable sized lots 
for building on, and sell the same on a credit of six and twelve 
months, the purchaser giving bond and security until final pay- 
meat, and the proceeds to be paid into the county treasury for 
she use of said county, 

: JOSEPH ROWE, à 
Speaker of the house of representatives, 

MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the cenato, 


SAM. HOUSTON. 


Approved, Dec. 14, 1837. 


Cn 
@ 


AN ACT 


Creating the county of Robertson. 


Sec. 1. Be it enacted, by the senate and house of repre 
sentatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That 
all that section of country lying and situated in the following 
boundaries be, and the same is hereby set apart and constituted 
a new county, to be known and called by the name of “Robert: 
son,” viz: the line beginning on the Brazos river, at the county 
line of the county of Washington, and running on that line eas 
terly to the Trinity river; thence up that river to the northern 
edge of the Cross Timbers; thence due west to the Brazos riv- 
er; thence down that river to the beginning point. 

Sro. 2e Be it further enacted, That the said county of Re 
bertson shall be organized in conformity with an act, entitled 
San act, to organize the inferior courts, and defining the power 
and jurisdiction of the same;” and it shall be the duty of the 
chief justice of the county of Robertson forthwith after his 
qualification, to give at least ten days public notice in such places 
in the said county as he may deem necessary, to hold an elec 
tion for the seat of justice for said county, in which election all 


eg ee a e ee 


persons qualified to vote for members of the general congress, | 


and residing within said county, shall be entitled to a vote. 
Sue. 3. Be it further enected, That the said county of Re- 
bertson shall be attached to the senatorial district of Milam, and 
be entitled to one representative in congress, and that the cour 
ty courts for the said county of Robertson, shall commence and 


be holden on the third Mondays of February, May, August and | 
November in each and every year; and that the said county | 


shall belong to the third judicial district, and a district court shall 
commence and be holden at the county seat of said county, on 
the Monday next succeeding the fourth Mondays of the month 
of Apriland October in each and every year. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker ot the house of representatives. 
S. H. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the senate. 


Approved, Dec. 14, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 


Requiring the auditor to audit the accounts of Geo. W. Bonnel. 


Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of 
the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That the andi- 
tor of public accounts be, and he is hereby required to audit the 
accounts of George W. Bonnel, amounting to eight hundred and 
seventy-five dollars, for expenditures made by him in recruiting 
and bringinz into the service of this republic a company of vol- 


unteers in the year 1836. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the senate. 


Approved, Dec. l4, 1837. ; 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 


To sustain the Currency of the Country. 


Be it enacted, by the senate and house of representatives 
of the republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That from and 
after the passage of this act, nothing but gold and silver or prom.-. 
iosory notes of this government, shall be received in payment of 
duties on goods imported into this republic, nor shall any bank 

_hotes be reccived in payment of any dues to the government of 


Texas. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the senate. 


Approved, Dec. 14, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


An ACT 


To prohibit the fart r sale of Land Scrip. 

Suc. le Be it enacted, by vie senate and house of repre. 
sentatives of the republic of 1x z», in congress assembled, The | 
the president be, and he is hv: oy authorized and required toji 
sue his proclamation forthwit: recalling our agent sent to th: 
United States for the Sale of . rad scrip, and forbidding thea! 
of any more. 

Sec. 2. Bett furthrren: d, Thatthe said agent bere 
quired forthwith to return to ca- secretary of the treasury al, 
the land scrip in his possession, and should he fail or refuse ty): 
do so, four months after the nest day of January next, he shall’ - 
be considered guilty of a higi misdemeanor, and on convie! 
tion before any court shall be azed in a sum not less than fir 
thousand dollars, nor more toa ı twenty thousand dollars, which 
fine shall go to the use of the republic, and shall be liable ant 
subject with his securities, to b+ sued on his bond also. | 

See. 3. Be i further enu ody That all sales of land serip! 
made by said agents after receipt of the president’s proclamy, 


tion shall be null and void. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 


Speaker of the house of representatives, . 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. l 
President of the senate. 


ł 
i 


Approved, Dee. 14, 183%, 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT | 


To require the district Judges to reside permanently in thar! 
proper districts; and for other purposes. 


Sue, le Be dt enacted, by the senate and house of repre 
sentatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, ‘Tht 
it shall be the duty of each district judge to reside permanent 
ly in his district unless absent on official duties or by specit 


+ 


+ 
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resident, which special leave shall not extend be- 
el aL in each an and shall not interfere with the 
regular terms of the court, and any judge for a violation ofthe 
provisions of this secticn, and for absenting himself from an 
term of a court, where, by law heis required to attend, shall be 
liable to be fined in the sum of one thousand dollars, upon mo- 
tion before the supreme court, reasonable notice being given to 
the party of such motion, and shall also be liable to an action 
for damages by any party PoE ee by reason of such ab- 
or failure to attend the court» 
ant JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives, 
S. H. EVERITT, 
_President pro tem. of the senate. 
Approved, Dec. 14, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


eS 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


For the relief of Anson Jones, 


Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the first auditor 
de required to audit the accounts of Dr. Anson Jones, for the 
umof fourteen hundred and sixty-five dollars thirty-three and 
mne-third cents, for his services as apothecary general, from the 
Sth of October 1836, to the 10th May, 1837; also two hundred 
ind ten dollars expended by him for the rent of a store house, 
tom Ist July 1836, to the Ist day of February, 1887. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


President of the senate. 


SAM. HOUSTON. 


Approved, Dec. 14, 1837. 


| 
| 
JOINT RESOLUTION | 
For the relief of Charles Durdche. | 

} 

Resolved, by the senate and house or representatives of thy | 
republic of Texas, in c: ngress assembled, That the auditor bs r 
required to audit an account of Charles Durocha, the oumof| 
one hundred and two dollars to be paid out of the funds to be] 
appropriated for the payment of the civil list. i 
JOSEPH ROWE, | 

Speaker of the house of representatives, - 

MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the senate. 


Approved, Dec. 14, 1837. | 
SAM. HOUSTON. | 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


To select a Committee of five &c. to locate the sent of Gov 
ernment. ! 
Soco 1 Tesolved, By the senate and house of represent 
tives of the republic of Texas, in congress acsembled, Thi 
they will electa joint committee of five, two from the con: 
and three from the house of representatives, to be elected ty 
their diferent houses, to whom shall be referred all prospositis:: 
for the location of a permanent seat of government, thot tt 
soid committee be instructed forthwith after the adjournment d 
congress, to repair to that section of country in which it ts pw 
caged to loente the sent of government, and examine, and re 
plots of the diferent places proposed as proper for the cogi 
government, and to visit and esamine such other places ag ry, 
be proposed for the ceat of government, and prepare plots st 
descriptions of all such place with the conditions on which ty, 
can be had by the government, and report thereon om theft 
Monday of the next meeting of congress. 
Sre 2 And be it further resolved, That ooid committe! 
shall receive the came pay as if in actual session of congress! 


` 
To 


the time they are serving on said committee, and they age het 
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instructed to make contracts on the most favorable terms 
bject in ail cases to the ratification or rejection of 


by 
they can, su 


congress. l 
a 3, And be it further enacted, That the said committee 


shall have power to make reservation of all vacant lands which 
may be situated within nine miles of fay point w hich the com- 
mittee may think proper to designat > &- suitable locations for 
the seat of government, and due notice of said reservation shall 
be forthwith given in at least three pubiic newspapers. and no 
county surveyor shall survey any land in the said reservation. 
until after said reservation shall be relinquished by congress; 
Provided, that it shall not be lawrul fer said committee, to make 
such reservations in more than ive different places. 
JUSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
MIRABBAU 3. LAMAR, 
President of the senate. 
Approved, Dec 14, IS37. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 


Precluding aliens from being appointed to office. 

Be it enacted, by the sennie and house of representatives © 
the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That from and af 
ter the passage of this act, it shall not be lawful for the presi 
dent or either of the heads of departments io appoint anv per 
son to any civil office, (consuls to foreign poris excepted.) uales 
such person shall have residence at least six months in the re 
public, and is a ciiizen of ihe same; nor shall any alien be at 
pointed to any military office in this republic, except in ease o 
invasion, or the prosecution on our part of offensive warfare 


against Mexico. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
S H EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the senaste. 


AN ACT 


“Satitied “an act to reduce into one act. and to amend the sep- 
eral acts relating to the establishment of a General Land 
Office.” 


? Sece 1. Be č enacied, by the senate and house of repre- 
jantutives.of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That 
Shere shall be, end is hereby established a Genera! Land Office 
for the Republic of Texas, to be located at the seat of govern- 
“ment, or at such place as may hereafter be designated by law, 
sie chief officer of which shall be called the Commissioner 
oY the General Land Uice, which suid officer shall be appoint- 
sd by the president by and with the advice and consent of the 
senate. shail enter into bond with three or more securities, pay- 
zole to the president or his successors in office, in the penalty 
of fifty thousand dollars, conditioned for the faithful perform- 
once of the duties of bis oliice ; said bond and securities te be 
mproved by the president and scnaic, which bond shall be Bled 
in the oilice of the secretary of state, and shall hold his office 
for the term of three years. Prveifed, the provisions of this 
c3ction shall not affect the present incumbent of that office, 
scept so far as relates to his giving boud and security, and 
olding his office for three years from the date of his appoint- 
sent; and the saidccommissioner of the general land office shall 
veveive a salary of three thousand dollars per annum, payable 
quarierly. 

Sec. 2 Be i further enacted, That the commissioner of 
‘ae guneral land office be, and he is hereby authorized to ap- 
point a chief clerk, which said clerk shall receive » salary of 
ixteem hundred dollars per annum, and iwo assistant clerks, who 
nall received, as a salary, twelve hundred dollars each per am 
num, payable quarterly. . 

Sco. 3. Be it further enacted, Thet the said chief clerk 
shell enter inte bond with three or more securities, to be ap- 
oroved by the commissioner of the general lend office, in the 
Sum of twenty thousand dollars, payable to the president or his 
successors im ofiiec, conditioned for the faithful performance of 
‘he dutics of his office, (which bond shall be deposited in the 
2Sec of the secretary of state,) who, in case of the absence of the 
commissioner of the general land office, or his inability to et- 


BB 


63 


tend to the duties thereof, shall perform all the duties apperiain: 
ing to said office. - 


Suc. 4. Be it further enacted, That all officers appointed- | 


or to be appointed, under the provisions of this act, shall, before 
entering on the duties of their office, take and subscribe dhe 
following cath, to wit: “I, A B, do solemnly swear, that I wi! 


faithfully discharge the duties of my office, without faver or par 


tiality, so help me God,” which said oath shall be transmitted 
to, and filed in the office of the secretary ‘of state. 

Seco 5. Be further enacted, That the commissioner c 
the general land office shall cause to be provided a scal of ot 
fice, which seal shall not be changed execpt by law: and cer 4 
Hed copies of any records, books, or papers, belonging to sai, 
office, under the signature of the said commissioner, or eni 
clerk with the seal of office thereunto atiached, shell be com 
petent evidence in all cases where the originals could be cyl- 
dence. 

Ssc. 6 Be it further enacted, That the commissions. 
of the general land office be entitled to, end shail keep charo 
of the seal; and also thet he be, and is hereby eniitled c 
and shall have custody and control of all books, records, pt. 
pers, and original documents, appertaining to the titles of lancs. 
heretofore and by the provisions of the law denominated ar. | 
chives; and that the said books, records, papers, and oricin 
documenis shall"become and be deemed the books and papers ci 
said office. 

Seo. 7e Be it further enacted, That all patents issuing fro: 
the land office. shail be in the name of the republic of ‘Teun. | 
and under the seal of said office; shall be signed by the presl 
dent of the republic, and countersigned by the commissionet | 
the general land office, or by the chief clerk thereof 

Suc. 8 Be dé further enacted, That ao person appointed | 
an office instituted by this act, or employed in any such ofie.. 
shall directly or indirectly be concerned in the purchase of ain 
right, title, or interest in any public land, cither in his own namo 
right oy interest for any other person, orin ihe name or tig. 


— 
of any other person, in trast for himself; nor shall iake or w- 
ceive any fee or emolument for negotiating or transacting U 
business of said office, other than those fees allowed by Inn. 
Any person offending ia the premises againstthe prohibitions o1 | 
this act, shall on conviction thereof before the district court, De 
removed from office, and fined in any sum not less then five nt 
dred dollars, nad shall forfeit all the land he owns 3 
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lic, and never after be allowed to hold any office of trust or proe 
fit in this republic. 

Sec. 9. Be dt further enacted, That there shall be elected 
hy joint vote of both houses of congress, for each county, a 
county surveyor, who shall reside at the county seat, and whose 
duty it shall be to receive and examine all tield notes of surveys, 
which have been or may hereatber be made in said county and up- 
on which patents are to be obtained, and shall certify the same 
under his hand to the commissioner ofthe gencral land office, at 
ter having recorded the samina book to be kept by him for that 
purpose; and shall imeae iat ly return the same to the president 
af the board of lund comtaissiouers of said county. Te shall 
before enering upon tu duties of his oilice, enter into bond 
with thre» or more securities, to be approved by the board of 
land commissioners of ii: county in the sum of ten thousand 
dollars, i vable to (he president or his successors in oee, cone 
dition ed tor the faiiiful performance of bis duti; which said 
bond shell be recorded in the clerk's office of suid county. and 
vhe origins] transmi.ted to Uh ofice of seere¢ury of states and 
the said sarveyor shall hold his oilice for turce years and be re 
cligibl-. ‘Te shall be entided to charge on all field notes and 
plats prescuted to kim for inspection, fur every set of Geld notes 
and plat ofa leagar amd Labor of lands five dollars: for one-third 
ova lensen, war dollars; nud for every hss quantity, three dol 
lasse Mie Looks such be opon atall time: for inspection and he 


Sholi be oHowed thire sven sed a hali eents for every search, 


l 
Te sunil appoint asmeny vepre sarvevers as he may deem nee 
gossary for the eounty; and soull adiminister to them the oath 
af offfee. and dake wie bond hercinafler proseribed, and shell fir 
pih hea cuch instructions ¿simoy be fernish dto hin from time 
ia dae by the eemmissioner of the general hind ofllee: and 
weh depniy susvevor, before he enters upon th- duties of his 
oie, shall emer into bond, with two or more securities, to be 
opproved by the county surveyors in the sum of five thousand 
dollars. payable to the president or his suceessors in ofice, cons 
dijion:| forthe faithtnl pesforinance of the daties of his ofie; 
and for seh appointment of a deputy surveyor, the county sur- 
veyor shall be allowed to chere and receive from the person so 
appointed, Une swn of tive dollars. 

Sue. 10. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of rach deputy surveyor, to administer an oath to cach individ 
valemployed by him as chain carrier or marker, for the faithful 
performance of his dutics as such, in accordance with the ir- 
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structions given him: and no African, or Indian, or descentant 
of either, or ony person under the age of sixteen years, shall 
be employed in either of the above capacities; and further, b 
shall be the duty of said surveyors to subscribe the name of each 
of the chain carriers to his field notes, previous to his returning dra 
same to the county surveyors He shall also state, to the best of 
his knowledge or belief, the number of labors of irrigable lands, 
the number of labors of temporal or arable lands, and the num- 
ber of labors of pasture lands, in each survey, for that class of 
claimants who ure entitled to land under the constitution and 
colonization laws, which shall be plainly written out in the field 
notes, and also inserted in each patent; and for all such surveys 
he ehall-charge and receive three dollars for each English lineal 
mile actially run. 

Soe. Ll. Be dt further enacted, That there shall be electod 
by joint vote of both houses of congress, a commissioner, wito 
shall be president of the board, and two associate commissioner, 
for each and every county, who shall compose and constitute a 
board of commissioners for their respective counties, to be stylod 
a “Board of Land Commissioners,” whose duty it shall be to in- 
vestigate all claims on this governament for head rights to lands; 
and they are hereby authorized and required to grant to any 
person or persons, a certificate of their claim or claims, upon 


; such proof being made to them, by the party or parties claim- 


‘ing, adic herein required, setting forth in said certificate the 
amount of land the claimant is entitled to, upon what condi- 
tions, and the time when he, she, or they, emigrated to thia 
country, ‘The presidents of the hoards of lund commissioners 
shall be receivers of public monies, for their respective counties, 
and shall enter into bond with good and sufficient security, to 
bo approved by the county court, or ifthere be no county court, 
the booed of land commissioners, in the sum of twenty thousand 
dollars, payable to the president of the republic of Tegas, or 
his cuccessers in ofico, and conditioned for the payment of all 
same which may be received by him, on account of the publie 
londo, to the secretary of the treasury for the use of the repub- 
lic, which bond shall be revorded by the clerk of the county 
court, and the original transmitted to the office of the scereta- 
fy cf state, and forall public monies which he may receive 
and pay ever, he ohall be allowed to chargo and receive two 
per coat. Í 
Srn l2 De furiker erected, That every peron who 
obali claim z ttie to land iu this government by virine of the 
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colonization laws, or by residence in the country at the deck, 
ration of independence, shall be required to take and subscribe 
the folowing oath: I do solemnly swear, that I was a resident 
citizen o. “Sexas at the date of the declaration of independents, 
that 1 did not leave the country during the campaign of th, 
spring of 1S36, to avoid a participation in the struggle, that ] 
did no: refuse to participate in the war, and that 1 did not aif 
or assist the enemy, thet I have not previously received a title 
to my quantum of lawi. and that I conceive myself justly c 
titled, undor the consiiution and laws, to the quantity of land 
for which I now apply.” They shall also be required to prove, 
by two or more good and creditable witnesses, as the commie 
sioners may require. tuat they were actually citizens of Term 
at the date of the urelaration of independence, and bave com 
tinued so to the rr.-oni time; and they shall also be required to 


prove, in like meni “~. whether they were married or single at | 
the time of tuc iccluration of independence, and what amount | 


of land they were entitled to under the law. Provided, widows 


and orphans shal! not be required to take the oath, herein pre 


scribed; and all persons claiming a grant to land of this govern. 
ment by anheritises or by purchase, shall prove, in the sams 
manner as above stated in this act, widows, orphans, or thet: 
jegal representatives not excepted, that the person whose estat: 
they claim is entitled to a grant to land of this government, by 
the laws af the country, or that the person of whom they pur 
chased is actually entitled to said grant to lands of this govere: 
ment; and *.o purchaser of ahead right shall be entitled toto 
é@eivea grant either as assignee, or in the name of the origin! 


ers 


claimant, unless proof be also made that the person represente] - 


as en i‘fsl to the grant, is actually a resident of the republic ct 
the time the application for the grant is made; and all orden 
of surveys of head rights procured under the colonization lars 
previous to the declaration of independence, shall be submitte! 
to the examination of the land commissioners and the bolion 


of the same, whether they be original claimants, their heise, cr ; 


assignees, shall be subjected to the same formalities and requtt: | 


tions in procuring said head rights as pointed out for other iat? | 


viduals in this law. 
‘Soe. 13. Be ti further enacted, Thot any porson claiming 
the benefits of any particular ‘colonization law of Coahuila act 


Texas, daring their existence, fixing the prices to be poid fr. 
lands by ‘the colonists, shall prove by at least two respectable ` 


witnecies, that he, or she, was actually residents of Tegea dung 


OT 


the time said Jaw was in force, which proof so made before said 
board of land commissioners, shall entitle the claimant to have 
his or her land at the price fixed upon by said colonization law 
which was in force at the date of said claimant’s emigration t 
this country. 

Suc. 14, Be it further enacted, That there shall also be 
elected for the several counties, a clerk, by joint vote of both 
houses of congress, who shai! keep, in a well bound book to be 
kept by him for that purpose, a correct account of all the trans- 
actions of the board of Jand commissioners, the name of ever 
person to whom a certificate shall be given, the amount of land 
granted to each person, the time of their emigration to the 
country, and the name or names of the witness or witnesses, by 
whom the claimants severally proved their claims; and the said 
clerk shall, at the end of every month, forward to the commis: 
sioner of the gencral land office, a correct list of the names to 
whom certificates have been given, the amount of land granted 
to each individual, and the date of the claimant's emigration to 
the country; and the said commissioner of the general land office 
shall keep a record of all such returns which may be made to 
his office; and the said clerk shall, before entering upon the du- 
ties of his office, give a bond with good security, to be approv- 
ed of by the board of land commissioners, for the sum of five 


thouoznd dollars, payable to the president or his successors in 


a Ae 


office, conditioned for the faithful performance of the duties of 
his ofice as clerk and register, and the safe keeping of the re- 
cords thereof. 

Soo 15. Be it farther enacted, That every certificate 
which may be issued by the authority of this act, shall be signed 
by the beard of land commissioners, and attested by the clerk, 
and for every such certificate so issued, the party claimants 


, shall pay the sum of tive dollars, one half of which shall go to 


the clerk, and the other be equally divided between the quorum 
of the board actually presiding. Aud it is hereby made the 


a 


‘duty of caid board, and they are required to meet at the court 
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houses of their respective countics on every other Thureda 


SG y 5 
then and there to transac’ tho duties required of them oy this 
act, and shall remnin in session so long as may be mecessary for 
the transaction of the business before the board, for which sere 
viees they snail bo entitled to dcwand ond reecive the fees 
herein ailewad, and no morce Pyevided, (het avter the land of 

í 4 


fices skall have boen open three months, the aid board shall nos 
? x s Th parn a a rset 
be required to moet only om the fest Thursday of cata mont, 
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and if that day should fall on a regular court week, so ag to 
interfere with it, then they shall meet on the next Thursday 
thereafter, And further provided, that a majority of said boarn 
shall form a quorum to transact the duties herein required of 
them. 

Suc. 16. Be it further enacted, That the decision of a major 
ity of said board of commissioners shall be necessary to entitleany 
person to a certificate of their claims, but fa majority of said 
board should decide that any claimant who presents himself, or 
herself, before them for a certificate of claims, is not entitled to 
the amount of land which they claim, said claim int may take an 
appeal from their decision to the next district court for the 
county in which said claimant may live, citing the board of com 
missioners to appear as defendants, where it shall be tried; and 
in all such cases the district attorney shall represent the interest 
of the republic, tor which services he shall be allowed a tux fee 
of ten dollars on every such case, to he paid by the appellant, 
together with all other costs of suit, in case he or she fails to 
obtain a verdict in his or her favor. But if the appellant shout! 
obtain a verdict for the amount of land which he or she claims, 
the costs of suit shall be paid 2y the republic, when the com 
missioners shali issue a certificate in accordance with such do 
cisiono 

Seos 17. Be i further cnucted, That any certificate of 
“claim to land, which has been or may be obtained in the moe 


ner and form herein prescribed, shall be sufficient evidence to | 


authorize any lawful surveyor to survey for any person holding 


guch certificates, any lands which he may point out, agrecably , 


to all the laws which do now, or may hereafter exist on hc. 


subject. Provided, also, that where more than one application 
a 


is mado for the same tract of land to be surveyed, the setti | 


or occupant shall bave the preference if their claims be other 
wice equal, Preatded, that no location or improvement mac: 
since the declaration of independence by persons who have sinc 
that time arrived in the country, shall be regarded when tls 
coms in conflict with the claims of those who were here at il 
declaration of independence. Dat those individuals entitled ù 
the siz months preference, shall have the right of locating ther 
lends upon amy vacant lands of the republic, without rego a 
any improvemonts made by individuals who have arrived ia Tee 
as pince the declaration of independernec. In all other earc2, 7 
in ence there be more eseuponts than one, the conflicting cloi? 
shall be summarily tried by the nearest justice of the pense a 
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six disinterested jurors summoned for that purpose, aud upon their 
decision the surveyor shall grant to the successful party the field 
notes of the tract of land, given in all cases the preference to 
the oldest occupant 2nd settler. Provided, in all cases, that the 
alaimant shall apply for such certificate in the county in which 
he, or she may reside atthe date of the passage of this act; and 
provided that” persons claiming land by inheritance or assign- 
ment shall ne for sneh certificate in the county where the tes- 
ator died, or waere the assignor lived at the time ef making 
uch tl anster. č 

Co ge, DS Beo path r enacted, That when two or more 


jersons cennsi agres to a division line of any lind, which ha 
Jever been surveyed rer ceably to lawa ii »s Nall be lawtal for 
dither pi ariy to apply io any justice of the county or territory 


a which tae Pind ibe. OS df thelr be no dutie OR pse peace in 


he coun or v PERO we NOD to the nearest just kein any coun- 
p or ternon emt naat oath that he has triel and has not 
wen able to seide be disput: between himselfand one or more 
= perons, Cui, ciema) concerning a division line, and 
said jus ice sack issue a warrant to any kes ful odieer to 
aang fhe pariy of parvines deb nd wnt, tescthor with six dis- 
‘terested juror pdo poe uron the premises in Aisptes together 
ith such witreses cs euer party may choos. fo bave sammon- 
‘hed, to give evbb bee on g eortaln doy, auming ai what dm 


ad place. The Justi & Shall alo meet the partons exainine all 
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ie testimony hei se toe jury, who shall on ovin hour and de 


ome 


thy i a 
` ymine to vase in dispattes and suali ate determine who shall 
w the cost of wri Vt a in suda case sa Hi bo allowed 
(Oo dollars per day fer sich services; the ofl or ofwers such 
bes as have beci nirariy cstblished by kan dae othor similar 
“Mes Pr ri. dae ie n dispees sual be on a 
uty dines if she Per county in 
shieli ipart ol the hina biis at io ae tin Ar tip ts aMi In case 
e pariy bo dies aiiijeal v : a the decision. they shall have the 
ght to appeal tothe district court within lea days. upon give 
ine bond secur y ior iy ls 
Sev. 12, Dé further cnected, That it. shall he the duly of 
Uh? sury veror inall cases, before he runs o division Hae petweem 
two settlers claiming lands. io notify the party or parties intere 
esed, before running the seme in wringe And Sny SUPVGY 
which may be made contrary to the trae intend and meaning of 
rie section of this act, shall not be a lawful one, and ‘the 


etd Botes of every survey which shall be returned to apy land 
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oflice hereafter for the purpose of getting a title for the oo 
shall be under oath of the surveyor. who shall swear i i 
executed according to law, and shall also swear the m 
was made prior to the closing of the land office by the cone’ 
tation, or subsequent fe the opening of the same iy this 2p 
and if made prior to the closing of the lind office | Yy ert 
sultation, the same shall itso he proven by at least two ean 
able witnesses. | 

Src J0. Be it furth r ouswa. That the commissione 
the general lai d offiew is hor wht aw horized to granty toa all 


sons holding an order of survey Je rally obtiined previous tat! 
‘losing of the lend offices in one thoesand eignt hundred’ 
thirty- -live, ane having a survey whieh was made ¢ agreeable: 
said nS ad in conformity to ley in allre spects, R pur 
for the same, upon the holder prescating the certilicate ofsi 
board of land commissioners. that be is entitled to the Gur 
iv of land surveyed, wad making suc ie ‘roof to them asin . 
quired by law, and upon his paring the ae eral fees as thek“ 
require. 
Sue. Jl. Be & feet? rowwe, Phatalllands surverc! 
individuals lying on navizeble water courses, shall froze 
half of the square on the wafer vour and che line ranning: 
right angles with the sou ral course of E stream, if eiz 
Sc of lines pre evioudly saurvewed na Pr the laws will perc ° 
und all others not on navigable wa‘er courses shall bec er 
ir previous ines will porali; aud wad+r no cireumstaneot 
any one grant be located in mere than iwo surveys 
Nge 22 Be ds Bart ected That cach and eveni 
vidual ander ihe age of sey ni “EH J vho ine volunteered in: 
servien of their country, td wao hovor vesived ae peas 
ae shall be entitled io che siae aunntiiy of land as 
right, that they would be Ciouch ther were twenty-one a 
age, and apon ihe same condi ions. 
Sno. 8e De ib puth > nat Eeh Taat all single meas 
were in the abli a ate! bue dade at t Lhe derlar ation of Inder 
dence, and entitled under ihe ean-hulion to one-third € 
lzague of land, aad who have singe ence or may males. 
inthe next twelve montis, s ae senithe 1 to the addition nip 
tity of Gwo-tuirds ofa leacuc comda labor of land, Presid .t 


tne benefits of this seetion val oak ostend to those whas 
coniributed to the support mad denea of their country: i 
provided, this additional quantity shah 208 he allowed 0: 


“ane 


whose wife has.received a league of ku iof this governs: 
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Suc. 24. Be it further enacted, That whereas many persulis 


ave received titles under the colonization laws as colonists from . 


he different commissioners of the county, and whereas many 

onditions were by the law attached to said titles, that all such 

ynditions be, end are hereby cancelled, and the titles to 

ll such lands are hereby ratified and confirmed. Provided, that 

ich persons shall pay, or cause to be paid, to the president of 

te board of land commissioners of the county where such land 
jay be situated, within six months after the opening of the land 
fice, all money which may be due or owing on the same: pro- 
ideid, that the condition of remaining in the country, and the 
tovision prohibiting the sale io aliens, shail not be repealed by 
slaw. And further provided, that no title by this act shall be 
ynfirmed, which was Ulegal or invalid ab initio. And further 
vovided, that this act shall not extend to any grantec or indie 
dual for a greater amount of land than one league and one la- 
ore 

-' Sue. 95. Be it further enacted, That no person shall, by 
irtuc ofan improvement. have a right to claim more than ong 
ague and one labor of lund, and that improvement shall cons 

- tin the clearing and fencing in a farm like manner, at least 

ur acres; and this privilege shall not extend to any person or 

, wsons who have previously received a title to the quantum of 
tad to which they were entitled, nor to any person or persons 

¿titled to a grant of land by purchase. 

© Bre. BG. De i further cnaeted, That it is hereby declared, 
wat all empresarios’ contracts having ceased on the day of the 
diclaration of Independence, all the vacant lands of Texas are 
tie property of this republic, and subjecs clone to the disposi- 
ton of the government of the same. 

. Sac 27, Bo dt further enacted, That in order to sottile the 
chums of empresarios, ench and every one of the same are hereby 
uttthorized to institute a suit against the president of the repub- 
li} of Texas, which suit or suits shall be tried im the county in 


Ld 


which is situated the seat of government, and shall be tried og ` 


all other land cuits are required to be tried. And should ony 
erapresario who should thus sue, foil to establish the claim for 
which he sues, he shall pay all the costs of said suite Prosfdec, 
that neither aliens nor the essignees of aliens shell be catitled 
to the benefits of this act. 

, Ste 28 Be & further cnecic, That iè shell de the duty 
of: the attorney goneral io attend to all such cutis 
ths republic of Terns, andthe president is hereb 


y 


f 


at a . 
> authorized to 
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employ such additional counsel as in his opinion he may deen 
proper; the expenses of which shali not exceed one thousand 
dollarsin each case. 
Se YI. Le # further enacted, That every volunteer who 
arrived in this republic after the Yad day of March. 1836, ang 
before the Ist of August, 1836, and has received or may herest 
ter receive an honorable discharge and has taken the oath pre 
scribed by the constitution, or who may have died, shall re 
ceive the quantity of land by this act secured to original colo. 
nists—Pracigd, tnet the priority of loc ation mentioned in the 
thiriy-ciguth seetion of this act shall be adhered to; and further 
provided, that none but the person who served. or his heirs, shall 
be entitled io the benefit of this provision. and all augmentation 
shali accrue to the original claimants. ond not to the person fo 
whom it may have been transferred; provided, no person who is 
entitled to the beneit of the first part of this section of this ae 
shall be entitled to the benefits or the latler part of the same; 
every person who has arrived in this republic since the de 
claration of Independence, and previous to the Ist of October, 
1837, who is a free white person and the head ofa family, and 
who actually resides within the government with his family, shall 
be entitled to a conditioned grant of twelve hundred and eigh 
ty acres of lund, by paying the fees of office and of surveying, 
The conditions of said grant shall be that both grantee and his 
or her family shall remain and reside within this republic, end 
co and perform all the duties required of otherlike citizens, for 
the term of three years; after which time, he or she shall re 
ceive an unconditional deed for said Innd; and in no case whe 
ever shall a srant of thet description be made unless it be satis 
factorily proven chat all the conditions and provisions of the lav 
have been complied with, And ali single free white men who 
have emigratsd to this republic since the declaration of Inde 
pendence, and previous to the Ist of October, 1837, shall be ca 
titled to six hundred and forty acres of land, and if they married 
before the ist day of October, 1837, they shall be entitled to en 
additional quantity of six hundred and forty acres of land uj on 
the same conditions as above named, and all laws contrary ta 
tie meaning and provisions of this section are hereby repealed. 
Sco BU. Be & further enacted, That all officers and cob 
diers Who engaged im the service of ‘Texas previous to the Ic 
of Marcel, 1837, whose families are now here or may arrive 
within twelve months from the date of their discharges, shall be 
entitled to the same quantity of land as they vould have beco 
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entitled to, if their families had emigrated with them to the 

country. : 
Sze. 31. Be i further enacted, That the beard of land 

commissioners are hereby authorized to grant to persons cleim- 


ing lands of this government under the 29th section of this act, 


a certificate of their claims, upon the same proof being marleto 
them as is required of other claimants, stating in said certificate, 
the amount of land to which the claimunt is by law entitled; at 
what time he or she arrived in this republic. 

Suc. 32. Be i further enacted, That the commissioner of 
the general land oftice, shall when required by ihe president of 
the republic or either house of congress make a plat of any land 
surveyed under the authority of the government, and give such 
information respecting the public lands and concerning the bu- 
siness of his office, as shall be legally required. 

Sze. 33. Be i further enacted, That the commissioner of 
the general land office shall be, and he is hereby authorized to 
appoint a translator, who shall undergo an examination as to his 
qualifications, and shall understand the Castillian and Englich 
languages, aud shail before he enters upon the duties of his oftice, 
take and subscribe the oath of ofice herein prescribed, shall 
give bond with two or more good and sufficient securities in the 
sum of ten thousand dollars, to be approved of by the secrete- 
ry of state, and shail be payable to the president or his succer- 
sors in ofice, conditioned for the faithful performance of his äu- 
ties, ond said translator shell held his office for the term of 
three years and shall be allowed a salary of two thousand dol- 
lors per annum payable quarterly. ` 

Suc. Si. Be č further enacted, ‘What it sholl be the duty 
of szid translator, to translate into the Mnglish language, and 
record in a book to be kept by him for that purpose, all the laws 
and public contracts relative to the titles of land which are 
written in the Castilian language, and also to translate an’ ree 
cord in like manner, all original titles which ere Written in 
the Custillian language, which may be on fle in the ofice ef the 
commissioner of the general land office. 

See. 35. Be & yurther enacted, That should a voeones 

cear during the recess of congress, by death, resignetica 
otherwise, of any member of either of the boards of land come 
missioners, or of the clerk of either of the boards; or of 
any county surveyor, it shall be the duty of the beard oë lond 
commissioners, 10 notify such vacancy to the commissioner vite 
general lend okice, forthwith, and to recommend some person 
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suitably qualified to fill such vacancy, whereupon it shall be the 
duty of the commissioner of the general land office to fill gaid 
vacancy by an appointment, and report the same to the cop. 
gress immediately on its next session, which office: shall contin. 
ue to perform the duties of the ollice, to which he is appointed, 
oggreeably to the provisions of this act, until his successor is du 
ly qualified. 

Sec. 36. Be it further enacted, That so soon as the cer- 
tified copy of the field notes and plot of any survey shall be made 
and transmitted to the president of the board of lead commis 
stoners for the county where theland or a part of it lies, and the 
amount of money which is fixed by law as the price of such land, 
be paid, the president of the board of land commissioners shall en- 
dorse a receipt for such payment on the back of said field notes 
for which he shall give duplicate receipts and transmit the fich 
notes to the commisioner of the general land office, who shall 
forthwith make out in due form a patent for said land, and re- 
cord the same in a book to be kept for that purpose, and trans 
mit the original to the president of the board of land commis 
cioners, for the county where the land lies, who shall enter a mir 
ute of the said patent on his books and deliver the same te the 
party who is entitled to it, or some one authorized by him to rc 
ceive the same, taking a receipt therefor; and the said pater 
tees in all cases shall pay as government fees the prices fixed 
by the colonizati n laws of Coahuila and Texas in force at the 
time they emigrated to this country. And if they emigrated 
cabsequently to the 2nd day of May, 1835, and previous to tha 
declaration of Independence, they shall be required to pay the 
cmount fixed by a law passed by the congress of the state of 
Coahuile and ‘Texas on the above date. 

Sco. 87. Be ü further enacted, That the president of the 
republic be, and he is hereby authorized to contract for the 
urveying, and couse to be surveyed, at the expense of tht 
ogovernment a suflicient quantity of land to satisfy the hold 
cm of all land scrip that may have been issued and cold by thts 
government, agreeably to the law in all respects. And the cc. 
retary of the treasury is hereby authorized to pay out of any 
money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, the expences 
waich may accrue in completing such ourveys: provided, it hot 
not execed three dollars for each English lineal mile actually 
Tm 

Ros 3S. Be d further enacted, That where two or mon 
locations have heretofore been made on, and titles gramted for 
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the same piece of land, or where the boundaries of different the 
tled surveys conflict with each other, the party who has his title 
or order of survey of subsequent date, may on proper showing 
of all the facts, and the certificate of a legal surveyor to tha 
board of land commissioners of the county in which the land 
lies, have his former title cancelled by said board and a new 
order issued for his quantum of land or so much therce! as shall 
be affected by the conilicting lines or boundaries mentioned in 
this section. 

Sze. 39. Be iè further cnacted, That the several land ofit- 
ces contemplated and established by this act, shall commence 
and go into operation on the first Thursday in February next— 
. Provided, however, that the operations of the land office in the 
. county of Red River, shall not exteud to any portion of the ter 
‘ ritory near the supposed boundary line betwee: this and the 
. United States govesnmicnt f ihe north, aad provid.d, also, that 
` should any person obtain a certincatie forland from said board 

of land commissioners for the county of Red River, who at the 
| date of the passage of this act shall reside cast oi ts boundary 
_ line hereaftér to be run between Texas and the United States, 
' gaid certificate shall be void, and their operations suall be con- 
‘fined to the granting and completing of land titles to all thoss 
; who by the existing and previous laws, have acquired a prefe> 
| ence in the first location, Of this class are all citizens who 
, Were residing in Tegas on the day of the declaration of iunde- 
i pendence, and those volunteer soldiers who served a tour of du- 
‘ty in the army of ‘Texas previous to that time. For this class of 
i claimants the land office shall be opened and remain six months 
.in operation, granting and completing titles alone to thet class 
‘of claimants. Afier which other legal claimants shall be enti- 
:tled to have their land titles completed, as herein provided and 
‘directed. And the soveral boards of land commissioners shall 
‘be permitted and allowcd to commence receiving applications 
i for lands, and hearing testimony on the first Thursday of Jano- 
ary next, and in case the country shall be invaded to an exten’ 
‘inducing the president to call out at least one-third of the militis 
for its defence, the commissioner of the general land office shall 
have power to close the land ohices by proclamation, until such 
[invasion has terminated, and all laws heretofore enacted on tho 
subject of public loads shall be, and they are hereby repealed. 
| Sue. 40. De it further enacted, That each county in tka 
Tepublic shall be considered and constitute a section, and thet 
each county surveyor be required, as soon as practcable, to 
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make out or procure a map of each county, on which plats of 
all the deeded lands in the said county shall be made, so as to 
make a fair showing of the same, for which he shall receive com 
pensaticn by special appropriation hereafter to be made for that 
purpose. 

Soe. 41. Be it further enacted, That audited claims against 
the republic of Texas, shall be receivable in payment of public 
dues on lands: prov vided, the benefits of this section shall not 
extend to any one individual for a larger quantity of land than 
two leagues and two labors; and any one offering to pay for 
lands in audited paper on the government, shall swear that he 
has mot paid for as much as two leagues and two labors in such 
paper before, either by himself or his agent. which affidavit shall 
be filed with the chairman of the board ef land commissioners, 

See. 12. Be i further enacted, That all streams of the 
average width of thirty feet shall be considered navigable 
streams Within the meaning of this act, so far up as they retain 
that average width, and that they shall not be crossed by the 
lines of a survey. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives, 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


= m ee ey 


President of the senate. 

Speaker of the house of representatives, 

Wetoed by the president, and passed the house of repre 
sentatives, by a constitutional majority. Dec. 14, 1837. 


JOSEPH ROWE Ty 
Vetoed by the pr resident, and passed the senate by a unar 
imews vote. Dee. | 14, 1837. 
S. H. EVERITT. 


resident pro tem. of the senate. 


AN ACT 
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To incorporate the Texas Steam Mill Companya 


Suc. l. Be it enacted, by the senate and house of reprene 
tatives of the republic of Texas, i in const ress assembled, Tog 
Be lal. Burritt, Jabez Cornwall, Ezekiel Andrew jroo Wy, Th 


A 


Douglass, Nathaniel t. Andrews, Samuel M. Hart, Nelron Tor 


aes) 
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and Edwin Belden, together with their successors and assigna, 
be and are hereby constituted a body politic and corporate 
under the name and style of “The Texas Steam Mill Compa- 
ay,” with power to sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, 
answered and be answered unto, appear and prosecute to final 
judgment in any court or elsewhere, to have a common seal, and 
the sume to alter at pleasure, to elect in such manner as they 
shall determine, all necessary officers and to fix their compensa- 
tions, and define their duties, to ordain and cstablish bye-laws for 
the government and regulation of their affairs, and the s.me to 
alter and repeal: and to employ all such agents, mechanics and 
other laborers as they shall thunk proper. 

Sac. 3. Be it further enacted, That the object of the said com- 
pany Shall be to operate by sieam power or otherwise in Texas 
asaw mill, a grist mill, a plancing mill, a lathe and shingle mill, 
and any machinery necessary in carrying on such other mantu 
facturing or mechanical business as they shall determine to pro- 
secute: also to prepare materials and erect public and private 
buildings, stores and offices upon contract. 

Snee 3. De i further enacted, That the capital stock of 
said company shall be thirty thousand dollars, actually paid in 
with the privilege of increasing the same to fifty thousand dol- 
lars: Provided, however, that no additional stock shall be creat 
ed during the first year of the company’s oprat ions. 

Sse. 4, Be i further cracted, That said company under 
their corporate name shall have power to purchase, take, hold, 
occupy and enioy to them and their successors, all such lends, 
tenements and hereditaments, and ali such goods; chattels, and er 
fectsof every kind as shall be necessary for the purposes of said 
companys 

SEC 5. Be it further enacted, “hut the stock, property, 
affairs and business of ihis company, sia | be under the care of 
and shall be managed by not less ihan three directors, who shel! 
be chosen annually by tne stockholders, ut such times and place 
g shell be provided by the bye-liws of said company, and who 
chall bo stockholders, and shall hold their offices fer one year, 
and until others shall be chosen in their stenda 

Secs 6. Be it further enacted, ‘That the directors of this 
company shell choose one of their numbers to be presiacnt, 
they shall ako choose a secretary and treasurer of said company, 
and such other efiecers as the byc-laws of the company shall pro- 
scribe. They may call in future subscriptions to the capital 
stoek of cule company by instalments, in suek properdcas and 

f qe 


78 


at such times and places as they shall think proper, by giving 
such notice thereof as the 'jyvelaws of said company shall pre- 
scribe, and in case any 8‘ oekholder shall neglect or refuse paye 
ment of ony such inste;ments for the space of sixty days after 
the same shall becorye due and payable, and after he, she or 
they shoil have be‘gy notified thereof, the stock of such negli 
gent stock holter, shall by the directors be sold at public anc 
Ton giving es least thirty days notice thereof in some newspaper, 
and the Rroceeds of such sale shall be first applied, in payment 
of ihe mstalment called for, and the expenses attending it, ang 
the palance shall be refunded to the owner thereof, and such 
sale shall in all respects entitle the purchaser to all the [rights 
of a stockkolder to the extent of the shares so bought. 

Suc. 7. Be if further enacted, That a majority of the di- 
rectors of ihis company, convened according to their bye-lawa 
shall constitute 2 quorum for the transaction of business, and a 
majority of the stockholders present at any legal meeting, and 
at all meetings of such stockholders, each share shall entitle the 
holder thereof to one vote. 

Sue. § Be it further enacted, That the directors of the 
paid company skall have power to fill any vacancy which may 
happen in their board, by death, resignation or otherwise for tho 
then current year. 

Sec. 9, Be i further enacied, That the books containing 
the accounts of said company shall at all reasonable times be 
apen for ihe inspection of any of the stockholders, and as oftea 
as once in cach year a statement of the accounts of said compe- 
ay shall be made by order of the directors. 

Sro. 10. Bett further enacted, That the stock of this com- 
pany shali be deemed and considered personal property, and be 
éransierred only on the books of said company, in such form as 
the directors of said company shall prescribe, und said compeny 
shall at all times have s lien upon all the stock or property of the 
members of said company invested therein, for all debts cva fica 
them to said company. 

Sne Ll. Bed further enacted, That this ret af inecrpes 
tion shell be, and continue in force for the term of tea ver 
irom and after its passage. JOSEPH ROWE, 

Speaker of the house of reprecentative 
S H. BEVERILT, 
President pro tem, af tue conate 


Approved, Dec. 18, 1837, eee rere 
SAM, HOUSTON, 


AN ACT 


Supplementary to an act to appoint a Board of Medical Cen- 
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Be # enacted, by the senate and house of representatives of 
the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That no person 
shall be eligible to election as medical censor, unless he be a 
regular graduate of medicine and surgery, and have a diploma 
from some college or university duly authorized to grant the 
same: and should any person be elected contrary to the intent 
and meaning of this act, such election shall be considered null 
and void. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives, 
S. He EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the senate. 


Approved, Dec. 16, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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AN ACT 


To Incorporate the town of Mine. 


Be 3 enacted, by the senate and house of representatives of 
of the republic of ‘Texas, in congress assembled, That the citi- 
zens of the town of Mina be, and they are hereby incorporated 
and formed into a body politie and corporate, under the name 
and style of the corporation of the town of Mina, ond chall have 
the same privileges, and be subject to the same regulations ond 
restrictions os are conferred and imposed upon tie citizens of 
San Antonio, by an act passed the present ceton of congress, 
cntitled on act to incorporate the city of San Antonio. 

. JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the houce ef ropreseatatives. 
S, EL. EVERETT, 
President pro tem, of the cemale. 
Approved, Dee. 18, 1837, 


to 


S o Tw hh vee ERE 
~ SARL HOUSTON. 
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AN ACT 


To amend the act, entitled an act to raise a Revenue by impo 
duties. 


Sue. le Be d enacted, by the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That 
from and after the passage of this act. the following articles may 
be imported into this republic free of duty, to wit: Sugar, Cob 
fee, Tea, Salt, Flourand all kinds of bread stuffs, pickled Pork, 
Bacon Iron and steel, household furniture, cotton bagging, bok 
rope, books and stationery, machinery of all kinds, wagons, carly 
and norness, with necessary farming utensils, and lime and luc. 
ber, and implements brought in by emigrants for their own use. 

Sze 2. Be it further enacied, That from and after the pes 
sage of this act all dry goods manufactured of cotton, or of 
which cotton forms a componcnt part, a duty of ten per cent. 
ad valorem shall be levied and collected: all other goods shall 
be subject to, and pay the duties laid down in the law passed 


19th June A. Deg 1837. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
S H. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the senate. 


Approved, Dee, 18, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 


To incorporate the Brazoria Insurance Company. 


Sree. lo le dt erated, by the eonate and heuse os repi 
scntatives of the republic of Texas, in congrecs acsembled, Thot 
the eiticens Robert Mills, Edmund Andrews, David Mile, Jes 
I, Perrys Woney Austin, Charles I. Sayre, Samuel Faller do 
S. MeNiel, Somuel B Brigham, and their present and fature 


acceciates, ouecescors and assigns, be, and they are hereby incor | 


porate?! and created o body politic and corporate, by the nome 
and style of “he Brazoria loaourance Company,” and by the 


8] 


same name and style, they and their successors shall be capable 
of suing and being sued, and maintaining any action to final 
judgment and exccution, and shall be in law capable of pur- 
chasing, holding, improving and conveying any estate, real per- 
sonal or mixed for the use of said corporaiion, and the said cor- 
poration shall have power to ordain, establish and put in execu- 
tion such bye-laws, ordinances and regulations as shall be neces- 
sary forthe government thereof, and it shall be lawful for said cor- 
poration after the expiration of the charter thereof, to use the 
corporate name, siyle and capacity for the purpose of suits, for 
the final settlement and liquidation of the affairs and accounts 
of the corporation, and for the sale and disposition of their es- 
tate real, personal or mixed, but not for any other purpose, or 
in any other manner whatsoever, nor for a period exceeding 
three years after the expiration of tne seid term of incorpora- 
tion, provided nevertheless that ihe foregoing sectionshall not be 


construed to authorize the said corporation to purchase or hold 
any real estate that may not be requisite and neccesary to the 
conducting the legitimate business of an insurance company. 

Suce % Be it further nachd, That the capital stock 
of said corporation shall be two hundred thousand dollars Aivi. 
ded Inia teen thaacns tf i 


ver marra ng 34907 
+ awe one cuvusauu sires of one hendred dollars ereh anc 
the same shall be created and puid in such manner and at such 


d é 
times as the president and direetois of said corporation shall re- 
quire, of which requisitions the president and direc.ors shall 
give atleast one months notice in the Telegraph or wher publie 


rf 
s rhe 


newspaper, if any there be in ‘Texcs, and cause the came to be 
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notified to the stockholders, aad if any steckaolder suit afior 
due notice, neglect or teluce to pay any Jnaiaimeme so + _-nirad 


to be puid, he or she shall ecase to be a member of en) gorre 
ration, and the shere or shares so ,orfelled, May be cold by the 
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corporaiion in such manner as they may Unk proper 
a is 
oat 


Sre D Be i further enced, That for tho well ordering 
of the cires of the etd con orelon there shell be nine dirce 
tore, who shall be cleglholder: ér the cegporations they shell be 
elected by the stockholders 22 Coir annue]! moeiing to be hold 
on the first Monday of January or each vear for thot pmvrose, 
ang the directors af cugir ust otetine clas] choose onc of thel 
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own number as preridens: “pgoided, nevertheless, that nati! the 
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first annual ‘election “ae porono named im Lao first coetten of 
: 4 Al ~ = h 1 all Sam eae ak Par ANS 
this act, shall have and mAy esereise Q) the power given to tha 
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presidentand fireety by this cet, and in all clestions for direcs 
tors the Vote shall be by ballot, and each stockholder shall 
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öne vote, for each share he may hold, bat no stockholder shalf 
vote at any election unless the share or shares upon which he 
may claim to vote shall have been standing in his or ber name 
on the books of the said corporation for at least three monthe 
previous to such election. In case of absence from any gener- 
al meeting, any stockholder.may be entitled to vote by proxy, 

Suc. 4. Be it further enacted, That the directors of said 
corporation for the time being, three of whom shall form a quo- 
rum, shall have power to appcint such offcers, clerks, agents 
and other persons as shall be acressary for the conducting and 
executing the business of tic said corporation, aad to allow said 
persons so appointed such | o:ipensation for their services res 
pectively as they shall deem reasonable, ind generally to exer 
cise, all other authority and powers for the well ordering and 
governing the affairs aud funds of the said corporation. 

Sec. 3. «Be tt further - nected, That it shall be lawful for 
the said corporation to employ tuc funds thereof in establishing 
and sustaining tbe business of marine and fire insurance, to in 
sure against loss or damzg: ~ by sea, fire, enemies, and all other 
risks of loss or damage to which vesscls and merchandize, are 
liable, vessels, merchandiz, treasure and freight; insure, vessels 
in port, buildings, merchandize and all other perishable proper 
ty on land, against loss or J.mage by fire, and to charge, cob 
lect and receive for the saue such premiums of insurance as 
the president and directors of said corporation may deem just, 
rensonable ead commensur-is with the risk. It shall pe law- 
fal for said corporation to Jend ota rete of interest not ex 
ceeding ten per cenium pur «anuni, any surplus capital which 
they at suy time possess, wich may net be required for the 
payment of losses ascertai: J to have occurred, to purchase 
and sell bills of exchange, te i-nd money in bottomry and rec 
pondon. security et muine interest, and to do all those things 
«hich on individual citizen mas do in conformity with the law. 
But it chall not be lawful ior suid corporation to issuc and put 
in circulation any promissory notes of the character of bank 
bills, or to exercise banking privileges. i 

Soe @ Be dt fr Cur enecdah, That the chares of the said 
corporation chall be e~igauble and transferable according to 
such rules and regulations as the president and directora therc 
of chall for that purpose ordain and ectavlich. ` : R 

Sne Ye Beit further cnacid, That the president and di- 
rectors of said corporation shall annually or semi-annually die. 
vide to the stockholders thereof, to wel of the profits of the 
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business of the taid corporation as in their discretion they shall 
deem safe and proper and of the amounts so declared to be di- 
yided as the profits of the said corporation they shall reserve for 
the use of ihe county of Brazoria, to be applied to the improve- 
ment of the entrance of the mouth of the river Brazos, one per 
centum thereon, which shall be paid over to the treasurer of the 
county of Brazoria. 

Suc 8 Bei further enacted, That the office of the compo- 
ny incorporated by this act, shall be located in the town of Bre- 
zoria, and so soon as the president and directors thereof shall ec- 
tablish by evidence to the satisfaction of the justices of the coun- 
ty court for the county of Brazoria, that ten per centum. of the 
| capital of said corporation has been paid by the stockholders to 
| the actuary orsecretary thereof, and that the balance or residue 
| of the capital of two hundred thousand dollars has been secured 
to be paid when called for in conformity with the provisions con- 
i ained in section second of this act, to the satisfaction of the 
| president and directors thereof, and that the direction of caid 
| corporation has been organized in conformity with the provis- 
‘ions of section third of this act, the aforesaid justices shall give 
| t0 them a certificate thereof, which shall be their warrant to 
‘commence business operations under the authority vested by this 
4 OC 
» Breo 9 Bett further craeicd, That in case the increase of 
|novigation and commerce to from, ond of the river Brazoschall at 
‘ony time in opinion of the presideataad directors of tte cid cor- 
{poration require the employment ofa greater capiic! then Iwo 
K 
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hundred thousand dollara, inca ead in that casg f? shall be law 
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iit for the caid presidont and directors, by and with thc zoneom 
a8 majority of the stockholders o? the said corporc $on to in- 
crease the capital thereof, in such manner cs : 
deem expedient, to such amount <3 they may decin requ 
not exceeding the sum of five thousand dollar, on ihe 
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pying into the treasury; of the county of Drager 
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j of five thousand dollars, which bonus of five thousand doar 
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all together with all sania waich may accrue from the onc per 
clum on the dividends of profits of srid ¢ oanany, aopropriatec 


by article sovonth of this act, to that objec... ue expended under 
he direction of a commissioner or contractor, to be appointed 
‘ae el a At a aa 373 pane z 4 8 al 
by tae president and aireetors oi sald corporation, by and with 
he consent of the justices of the county court for the county of 


da 
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Dragonic, im facilitating the enireacc of the mouth of the sivor 
Sragos by vecsels, andl in zemcving obstructions thercirom, 
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Secs 10. Beit further enacted, That the charler granted 
by thie act shall continue in full force and effect for the full term 
of thirty years, from and after the passage of this act, irrevoce- 
bie, but for account of misdemeanor, malfeasance or breach of 


lawe 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives, 
S. H. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the senate, 
Approved, Dec. 18, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 
‘To define the boundaries of the county of Liberty. 


Src. lo Be dé enacted, by the senate and house of oe 
sentatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, Ti 
the territory included in the following limits shall constitute val 
compose the county of Liberty: Beginning on the Gulf of 
Merico at the southwestern corner of the county of Jefferson 
tence ncrth along sne ni stern bony line of said county to 
fac Dig Sondy crea’, (thence down said ercels with said « onl 
line, voi? entrance into the Neches river,) thence up said river 
to the palaces gorger cf tie oona of Houston, thence 
sonta c? wec cloag the sonthera boundary line of seid county 
ot (ug sin’ river, thesace across the river in the seme direct 
ton to o pe ‘int nine miles di stant, thence in a dircet line t 
io the bord o Cadar Ba EY Os | serce down said Bayou to itsen 
in cinto Sc Galfof Merica thouee a along said Gulf with oll | 
yu 
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> including the ‘Prinity Bey to the place of be 
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ALE. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Spcaker of «he a; of representa oyes | 
S. iL L EVERTI 
President pro | tem. of the sonate 


M. HOUSTON. 
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T ACT 


Supplementary to an act entitled an act fo organize the Militia 
of this Republic. 


Sec. 1. Be it enacted, by the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives of the republic aE Texas in congress assembled, That 
the militia of this republic constitute one division, to be com- 


maaded by a major general, elected by 


joint vote of both houses 
of congress. 


He shall in time of peace have three aids-de- 
camp, with the rank of major of cavalry, either of whom wher 


on duty shall have the emoluments of the corresponding rank 
in the regular ariny. 


Ses. 2. Be it further enacted, That the militia of Texas 
shall be divided into four brigades, each to be commanded by 2 
brigadier general, to be elected in the same manner as the ma- 
jor general; and when a vacancy shall hereafter occur, he shall 
ie elected by the officers of his brigade. All that portion of 
the country west of the Brazos river shall constitute one bris 
gade; all between the Brazos and Trinity rivers shal! constitute 
one brigade: all between Trinity and Sabine rivers shail con- 
stitute one brigade; and all north of the Sabine and of Red riv- 
er one brigade. 


Sre. 3. Be it further enecied, That cach brigadier gener- 
al shall be entitled to one aid-de-camp with the rank of ‘captain 
of cavalry, whose pay aud emoluments shell be the: of corres- 
ponding rank in the reg 


Sne. 4. Be it Be sveated 
ander this law, shall have the some pay and cay! “shents, when 
in actual service, as ocer 3 a correspomttin z ronk in the y 


OP aruy, Caen he is ic actual service. 


w Meah at 
a ee CNC J, Peang- a. 


Togu- 
Yaz e 
lar army of the ee zad ohall be Hable ic ce penalties of 
misdemeanors or unefsecis > vonduct A 


e n a 7g parte 


have the rang mee pay ef ce d ae cay “sehr. I, . 3p his ofice 
tthe seat of governmen.. shall hold Lis ofic. Lotcre ye 
and be ro-cligible, by appointment of major general, a 
confirmation b congress. 
Seo. 0 Be st further erected, That so soon as the militia shel 
Bave beon organized in the respective regiments, 3t shali be U 
do of the colonel thereof, by his adjutant, to visit the re 
tivo company bento and cause, by lets, the privatos of said beat 
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to be enrolled in class number one, two and three, which clagges 
shall be liable, in the order in which they stand, to be called in- 
to actual service by the president, to serve for any period of 
time not less than three months, nor longer than six; each clan 
when calle | into actual service to be commanded respectively 
by the captain and first and second lieutenants; and no class 
shall serve twice until all the others shall have been called ont, 

Suc. 7. Be ct further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the captain and his officers, at each county muster, and in the 
presence of his company, to cause the narnes of the newly en. 
ralled members thereof to be drawn, by lot, into the respective 
classes; which drawing and public registering shall be as bind- 
ing asif done by the adjutant under the provisions of the sixth 
section of this act. 

Soe. Se Be i further enacted, That all laws, or parts of 
laws, conflicting with the provisions of tnis supplem: nt, and now 
in force, are hereby repealed. 


Vetoed by the president, and passed the house of repro- 
scatatives, by a constitutional majority. Dec. 18, 183%. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 

Speaker of the house of representatives. 


Vetoed by the president, and passed the senate by a unan- 
fmous vote. Dee. 14, 1837. 
S H. EVERITT. 


President pro tem. of the sonate 


AN ACT 


To encegrage Steam Navigation. 

Whereas, it is conecived that the best interest of the coun 
try may be advanced by he encouragement of the navigation cf 
the Gulf of Mexico by cteam packets, and as the towage dutics 
which are now established by law, are calculated to impede the 
advancement of this desirable object, inasmuch asthe cmigrant 
iscompelled to pay a very‘high price for passage, thereby pro 
venting many from visiting the country who vould othorwite 
ool inclined to do so, therefore, 
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Gre. le Be i enacted, by the senate and house of represen- 
tatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That 
each and every steam packet which may arrive from any for- 
oan port at any port in Texas, be and they are hereby cxempt- 
ed from the payment of any tonage duties; Provided, such packet 
shall be bound at cach trip to transport when required govern. 
ment stores or other publicproperty free of aay charge therefor, 
and provided further, that at no one trip’shall they be required to 
transport more than two handred barrels in bulk, and provi ided 
that the benefits of this act shall extend to no stcam packet or 
vessel which shall not be entered upon her first trip to this coun- 
try as 2 regular packet between the ports of Texas and some 
foreign port or ports. 
Sec. 2 Be i further enacted, That this act shall coniinuc 


in forca until repealed. 
JOSEPH ROWE 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 


MIRABEAU | B. LAMAR, 
President of the senate. 
Approved, Dec. 18, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 


To amond the several laws regulating te Post Office Depart 
mente 


Soe. |. Be it enacie’, by tho senate aua Boise of repre- 
sentatives of the republic of I Terry > congress assembled, That 


section the ninth, of an act “ervollag s ancl “Post Olice, 
& C09” passed December the twent?-th, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-six, be repealed from and afler the passage of ee act 
Suc. 2. Be further cnacted, by the cutkoriiy aforesaid, That 
the following rates of postage shall be cher ced on all lotiers and 
packels, except such os are hercim exempted, conveyed by tne 
mails and posts of Texas namely: For every letter composing 
a Aae shast of paper, and conveyed ar An not exceed: 
ing forty miles, twelve and a half cents; “ove tiorty and not er 
coding one huadred miles, twent tyefive cenis; over one hun anes 
railes and not exceeding one handred and fifty miles, thirty-sev- 
cosnd s half cents; over one hundred and fifty mile, afty 
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cents: upon all ship letters, six and a quarter cents shall bẹ 
charged in addition to the above rates; and for every package 
composed of four or more pieces of paper or thing, and weigh: 
„ ng one ounce, quadruple those rates, and in that proportion for 
lalf greater weights: newspapers, serried not over one hundred 
miles, one cent eaca; over “one hundred miles, two cents: pam. 
phlets, carried not over one hundred miles, per sheet one and a 
half cents; over one hundred miles, two and a half cents. All 
letters, newspapers. and pamphlets, going out of Texas, it shall 
be the duty of the post master to require the postage in ad. 
VRNCC. 

See. 3. Be tt further enacted, That it shall be lawful for 
the post master general to impose such fines and forfeitures up- 
on the mail contractors for all failures they make in not regular 
3y and faithfully compyling with the terms of their contract, as 
in his opinion may be just and proper. Provided, that no ting 
for a failure in delivering any mail shall exceed the pay of one 
trip. 

Sac. $ Be ct further enacted, That it shall be the duty af 
every ferryman, or keeper of a ferry on any water course, to 
pass over free of charge the driver or carrier of the mail aad 
any hors: or carriage carrying the same. 

Sre. 5. Be it further enacted, That the sum of twenty 
thousand dollars is hereby appropriated for the purpose of facili. 
tating the transportation of the mails, to be paid out of any Mo 
ney not otherwise appropriated. : 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
S. H. EVERITT, 
Prerideni pro tem. of the senate. 
Approved, Dec. 18, 183%. 


SAM. HOUSTON, 


o 


AN ACT 
Relating to the pay and allowances of the offigers and coldicra 
of the Army. 


sue. 1. Beit enecied, by the senate and house of repro- 
sentatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, Thet 


from and after ihe passage of this act., no officer attached to the 


nvmy shall be entitled to pay or allowance who is not, in actual 


oA 
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command, in camp or garrison, under the orders of the s.crcta- 


ry of war. 
Sec. 2 Be it further enacted, That from and after the pas- 


sage of this act, no non-commissioned officer or private shall be 
entitled to any pay or allowance, unless in actual service in 


camp or garrison. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
S. H. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the senate. 


Approved, Dec. 18, 1837, 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUITON, 


Requiring the Auditer to settle with Mr. Thomas Brennan. 


Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of ‘Texas in congress assembled, ‘That the auditor be 
required to audit and settle with Mr. Thomas Brennan, purser 
of the schooner Independence, the claims of the officers and crew 


of that vessel. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representative-, 
S. H. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the senate. 


Approved, Dec. 18, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 


To define the boundaries of the county of Red River. 


Soe. le Be it enacted, by the scnate and house of repre» 
sentatives of the republic of Texas in Congress assembled, ‘That 
alter the passage of this act Red River county shall be bounded 
as follows, viz: Beginning at the mouth of the Bois d Arc, ran- 
ning ap that stream to Carter Clas, crossing thence south to a 


Fe 


g9 


cint Gest of the head of Bid Cypress, east to its hoad, and down 
Sat to Sodo Lake, thence east to the line of the United State, 
with that line to Red river, up that to the beginning. 

Sro B Mad be it further enacted, That the Grst courtyof 
said county chall be held at La Grange on the second Monday ig 
Jonnary, one thousand eight huadred and thirty-eight, at which 
time and place the chief justices of said county, shall appoint tva 
commissioners from the upper cad, two commissioners from the 
lover end, and one commissioner from the centre of said county, 
whese duty it shall be after being duly sworn, to locate the tem 
porary ceat of justice for said county, and make report therc 
to caid chief justice within fifteen days after they shall bae 
been co appointed, and it shall be the duty of said chief juotiin 
to hold an clection for all the officers of said county in confor, 
ity with the laws fm cuch cases made and provided. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representative, 
S He EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the senata 


Approved, Dec. 18, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTOR. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
Altering the mame of the county and town of Mino. | 


ivepoloed, by the cenate and house of representatives of tk 
vepublic of Texas in congress assembled, That the name oft 
county aad town of Mius be changed and altered to that of Bel 
trop, and ohall be after the passage of this resolution knowaz! 
called the county of Bastrop, sad town of Bastrop. 
JOSEPH ROW} | 
Speaker of the house of representatives! 

S EL BVERITY, 
President pro tem. of the genote 
Approved, Dec 18, 1837. 


e 
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JOINT RESOLUTION, 


Relative to Consulates. 


Be tt resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of 
whe republic of Texas, in congress assembled, ‘That the congu- 
lar system of the United States of America, be, and’ is hereby 
adopted for the government of the consular agents of this re- 
public, so far as its provisions may be suitable to the condition 
of Texas. 

Sze. Xe Be 2 further resolved, That it shal] be the duty 
of the secretary of state from time to time to furnish said consuls 
with such instruction as may become necessary, for the proper 
regulation of the commercial intercourse between this and for- 
eign countries. 

Srce 3. Be it further resolved, That no censul of this re- 
public shall be allowed to charge any fees for passports cr certi- 
fieates of characters or intentions. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 


Speaker of the house of reprecentatives. 
S. He BYRRITT, 
President pro tem. of the cenate. 


Approved, Dee. 18, 1837. 
SAM. HQUSTON- 


AN ACT 


To define the boundarics of the cocaty of Mina. 


Be i enacted, by the senate and houce cf representatives of 
we republic of Texas, im congress assembled, That all the 
territory included in the following boundary shall com. 
poze the county of Mina, to wits Degiuning at the north east 
corner of the proposed new county of Irayeite, thence west 
with ocaid county line, pacsing its north wect cormer to Austin’s 
coleay linc, thence with the same tothe corner of AMam*s Cob 
ony, thence north to its north west corner, thenec east io the 
Gelogada, creccing the same and ruaning the come direction, tc 
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the line between Austin’s little colonv, and Robertson’s colony, 
thence south with said line to the place of beginning: the saig 
shall be, and is hereby declared the boundaries of said county, 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the senate. 


Approved, Dec. 18, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


ee 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of M. A. Beremendi. 


Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas in congress assembled, That Marcus A. Ber 
emendi, a native of Texas, a minor, of about twenty-years of 
age, be, and heis hereby authorized and empowered with the 
consent of his guardian to tale possession of his patrimonial 
estate, and his acts in all respects shall be as legal and valid a 
though he were of lawful age; Provided, that the passage ol 
this resolution shall not operate to make or cause a confirmation 
of bis titles, 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker ofthe house of representatives. 
S. I. EVERITT, 


President pro tem. of the senate. 
Approved, Dec. 18, 1837. l 
SAM, HOUSTON. 
AN ACT 
‘To provide for the publication of the Laws and Journals of the 
republic of Texas. 

Gre. l Be d enacted, vy the senate and house of ropra- 

sentatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, Thel 


t 


thero be aud is hereby appropriated the suim of six thoommi 


t 


dollars of the promissory notes of this government to be expend- 
ed in procuring the publication of the laws and congresional 
journals of tne republic of Texas. 

Suc. % Be it further enacted, That the secretary of 
state be and he is hereby required to contract immediately for 
the printing in pamphlet form two thousand copies of the acts 
and five hundred copies of the journals of the first and second 
congress that have not yet been printed and published for pub- 
lic distribution; aud it shall be his duty so soon as the said laws 
and journals shall be printed to transmit by mail a copy of 
said laws and journals to each of the chief justices, members of 
congress, magistrates, clerks, cher tis, coroners and constables of 
the several counties of this repuclic. 

Src. 3 Be wt further enact d, That the secretary of state 
shall require the contractors to give secuiity for the faithful per- 
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formance ói weir contracts an? tuat the sccend 2ualter, Be, 
and he is hereby required to awlit any drafis of the secretary 
' of state for the purposes contemplated by this act; Propided, tne 
whole amount shall not exceed s thousand dollars, 
See, 4. Be it further enact’, That all other laws author. 
izing the printing of the acts and journals of congress, be, and 
' the same is hereby repecled, 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the senato. 
Approvzd, Dee, 18, 1837, 
| SAM, HOUSTON, 


AN ACT 


Making provisions for persons who have been parmancatly die. 
, abled in the service of Texas. ; 

' Boe L Be dt enacted. by the senate ang heuse of repren 
sentatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled. The 
Thomas William Ward, James ©. Neill, James Beldca, Jol 
‘Thoms, Washington Somers. and all others who have bren 
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shews his incapacity for bodily labor, by wounds received i) | 

the service of Texas, be, and they are hereby declared to be | 

entitled to one league of land each, as a testimony of the grat} 

tude of this republic. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the lands hereby | 

granted shall be included within that class of claimants to when | 

six months preference has been given. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 

Speaker of the house of representatives, 

S. H. EVERITT, 

President pro tem. of the senate, | 


‘Approved, Dec. 18, 1837. 


SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


For the relief of Dugald Brown. 


Resoloed by the senate and house of representatives of ti 
republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the auditor bz 
and he is hereby directed to audit the claims of Dugald Brown, 
for the sum of seven hundred and seventy dollars. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 

Speaker of the house of representatives | 
S. H. EVERITT, | 

President pro tem. of the senate | 


Asproved, Dee. 18, 1837. | 
< SAM. HOUSTOM. i 


| 


AN ACT 


Amending the Judiciary Laws of the Republic. 


Sne le Be dt erected by the senate and house ef repr 
catives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, T- 
in all cases of appeal to the supreme court the trial shall bet 
the facts as agreed in or certified by the judge of the court tr 
low, oud ifthe facto should aot be stated in a manner ouficie, 
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ly full and clear to enable the supreme court to give its judgment, 
then and in that case the said court shall remand the said cause 
to the proper court in order that the facis may be fully and clear- 
ly established and set forth, and in allscases of appeal, either from 
the county court to the district courts, oF from the district courts 
to the supreme court, the party appealing shall have the right 
' to file the bonds required with the clerk of the court, to be ap- 
| proved by said clerk at any time within six days after the close 
' of the terms. Provided, notice of the appeal be fled in court 
' during the continuance of the terms.—See see. 9, sup. ct. aCtiy 
‘ andsec. 15 dis. ct. act.) 

Sune. 2. Be it further enacted, That in addition to the pov 
ersgiven to the district courts by the act establishing the po : ers 
and jurisdiction thereof, approved December twenty-second, onc 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, the said district courts 
shall have power to hear and determine all suits or actions aris- 
, ing between husband and wife for divorce or for a separate 
maintenance, an! may decree divorcesas well from the bonds 
of matrimony as from bed and board, or for a separate mainten- - 
ance.—See 4th dist. ct.) 

Suc. 3. Be it further enacted, That a nev trial shall be 
granted in any case known to the laws of this republic for geod 
: cause Shown; but no more than one new trial shall be granted to 
. cither party in the same cause.—(Nee sec. 19, dict. ct. act.) 

i Seo 4. Be 2 further cnacted, That no amendment shall 
‘be permitted in any pleading or other proceedings in any caus 
after issue joined, except upon such conditions as the court chall 
‘io its discretion dutermine.—(See sec. 20, dis. ct. act.) 
O Beo 5. Be it further enacicd, That at the fret session of 
‘ony district court, and ever afterwards the grand and petit jo- 
irom shall be drawn in open court.—(See sec. Sl, dict ct 
Ob. 
| Snc Ge Best further enacted, That the forty-sixth section 
of the act establishing the powers and jurisdiction of the district 
‘coarts be, and the same is hereby repealed. 
i Soe 7e Be & further eneried, That nothing contained in 
tae ceveral acts establishing courts of justice, sha.) be so con- 
sued as to takeaway the right of either party, to an action to 
propese interrogations, to his adversary, to be answered on 
oath according to the laws heretofore existing.—(Gee soc. 4, - 
act established Oth July last.) 
| Sra 8. Le tt further enacted, That the proviso iin the tiene 
yoecond section of the act punishing crimes and raicdemenn- 
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ove, approved December ist, 1836, be, and the same is hereby 
repealed. 

~ Sue. 9 Be it further enacted, That in all criminal trish 
where the party accused shall not be convicted, or being con 
victed, shall not be able to pay the costs of prosecution the said 
costs shall be paid by the republic, and the certificates of th 


judges to a bill of such costs, shall be a sufficient voucher for the 
auditor to audit end allow the same; the provisions of this see- 
tion, shall extend to all such cases as have heretofore occurred, 
ü JOSEPH ROWE, 

Speaker of the house of representatives, 
S. H. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the senate, | 
Approved, Dec. 18, 1837. 


SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 


To provide for taking Testimony by Interrogatories. 


snc. le Bed enacted, by the senate and house of repro 
sentatives of the republic of ‘Texas, in congress assembled, Thx 
in all cases either in the district or county courts where a vit 
mess resides without the county where such suit may be pending. 
it shall and may be lawful for either party to file his or her in 
terrogatories for such witness in the clerk's office where the sit, 
may be pending, and serve the opposite, or his or her counseled 
record with e true copy of such interrogatories, together with 
notice, that application will be made to the clerk of said cout’ 
for a commission to examine such witness, and it shall and mw 
be lawful for the opposite party, or his or her attorney to fik; 
cross interrogatories to such witness. 

sre, 2 Be wt further enecicd, That at the expiration o 
five days from the service of such notice, with a copy of said iv 
terrogatories it shall be the daty of the clerk to issue a comzit 
sion directed to two or more persons, directing them to caw 
the witness to come before them, and the answers to said inte 
rogatories and cross interrogatories shall be plainly and di. 
tinetly written, sworn to and subscribed by the witness anc 2! 
subscribed by the commissioners, who shall envelope tho ii 
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directed to the clerk of the court from whence they issued. 
and the said commissioners shaliseal the said packet and writ: 
their names as commissioners across the seals, which said pack- 
et may be sent by mail or by private hand; if sent by mail 
the post master shall endorse on the back thereof: Received 
from A. B., one of the commissioners, and if sent by hand the 

arty delivering them into cour’, or to the clerk in vacation, 
shall make affidavit that he received the said packet from one 
of the commissioners, that the same has been in his possession 
ever since and has underwent no alteration, which package shall 
not be opened unless by leave of the court. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That interrogatories thus 
taken and returned to the court, shall be read in evidence in 
all civil cases, and shall be as legal as if the witness was per- 
sonally present and examined in open court, any law to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 1. Be i further enacted, That the provisions of this. 
act Shall extend to justices courts, and all other tribunals estab- 
lished by law. 

Suc. 5. Be i: further enacted, That in all cases it shall be 
lawful to take the testimony of females in civil cases, in the 
same manner as herein prescribed, whether they be residents in 


the county or not. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house ef representatives, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


President of the senate. 
Approved, Dee. 18, 183% 
. SAM. HOUSTON. 


NN 


AN ACT 


To authorize. the Post Master General to establish a Post 
Route. 


Be it enectea, by the senate and house of representatives 
di the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That the post 
master gencral of this republic, be and he is hereby avShorized 
end tequised, nssoonas practicable to establish a mail route from 
Necogdeshc:, by way the of Epperson’s erry, on the Sulphur 
work, to the ceat of justice iw Red River county, Joncdvero2gh, 


Q 


DS 


to the seat of justice in Fannin county, and that tho matl cap | 


riers along said route be required to perform one trip in two 


y 


veeks, and that the post master be authorized to establish sugh | 


post offices on said route, as he may deem necessary and propor, 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representativen, 
S. H. EVERITT. 
President pro tem. of the senato. 


Approved, Dec. 18, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION, 


For the relief of Maria Antonio de La Garza. 


Resolved, by the senate and house or representatives of the 
rcpudlic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the first auditor 
is hereby authorized to audit the claim of Maria Antonio dela 
Garza, for cattle, as per certificates of Sylvanus Hatch, Joba J, 


Linn, and general T. J. Rusk, for sixty head of cattle, at ta i 


dollars per head, six hundred dollars in military scrip. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the cenate 


Approved, Dec. 18, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
or the relief of James Collinaworth. 


Reseload, by the senate and house of reprezentatives of Ce 


carfolie of Texas im congress assembled, Tuot theo treac 
he, ond fs hereby authorized to pay to James Collinswomh thes 


Choczand dollars, or se mach as may remcin dae hin, of ft. 
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amount, being for his services as commissioner to the United 
States; that being the salary established by a law of the colsul- 
tation passed at San Felipe on the Sth Dec. A. D. 1835. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
S. H. EVERITT, 


President pro tem. of the senate. 


Approved, Dec. 18, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


For the relief of C. C. Dewitt. 


Be s resolved, By the senate and house of representatives 
of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the au- 
ditor is hereby authorized to audit the claims of Chistopher C. 
Dewitt, for services rendered by him in the fall campaign, as 
per documents referred to the committee on claims and accounts, 


being for eighty seven dollars. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 


Speaker of the house of representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


, President of tne senate. 
Approved, Dee. 18, 1837. ' 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION: 


To trandlate the laws of the republicinto the Castilian Lan, 
gua : 
[e] 2 


Be tt resolocd, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texcs, in congress assembled, That in justice to that 
humerous portion of our fellow citizens who understand only the 
Spanish longuege, and who are consequently wholly ignorant 
of the most important laws to which their obedience is required, 
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the secretary of state shall be authorized to contract with some 
person properly qualified for the translation and compilation of 
such general and penal enactments as have been made by the 
former and present congress, that a sufficient number of copies 
of the same shall be printed and distributed in those counties 
where the population alluded to may reside, and that in fature 
all general enactments shall as soon as practicable be transla 
ted into Castilian, and transmitted to the chief justices and jus- 
tices of the peace of said caunties. who shall give all due publi- 
city to said laws; provided, the expense shall not exceed three 


hundred dollars annually. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the hosse ofrepresentatives. 
S. H. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the senate. 
Approved, Dec. 18, 1837. 


SAM. HOUSTON, 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


For the relief of Widow Kitty McCoy, 


Be tt resolved, by the senate and house of representatives. 


ofthe republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the first 
auditor is authorized to audit the claim of widow Kitty McCoy 
as per vouchers of Byrd Lockhart and colonel William H. Pat- 
ton for beef and corn, valued at three hundred and seventy-eight 


dollars in military serip. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
S. IL EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the semate. 
Approved, Dec. 18, 1837. 
SAR. HOUSTON. 


_ republic of Toxnc, in eungrers assembled, That F. R, Labh 
is liersby authorized to ecniract for and carsc to be 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 


Fer the relief of colonel John Forbes, 


Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas -in congress assembled, That the first auditor 
is hereby authorized to audit the claim of colonel John Forbes, 
as per pay certificate of George W. Poe, paymaster, and ap- 
proved by the honorable secretary of war, for two thousand and 
sixty eight dollars and &fty-two cents in military scrip. 

, n JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker ofthe house of representatives. 


' MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


President ofthe senate. 
Approved, Dec. 18, 1837. 


SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


Authorizing F. R. Lubbock to procure cisterns for the use of 
the Capitol. 


ésolved, by the senate and hause of representatives of 


st 


b 
erected at 


_ the state house in the town of Houston, a suficient quantity o 


‘ cisterns to contain ten thousand gallons of water, and the scere- 


tary of the treasury is nuthorized to pay tosaid Lubbock in prom- 
ixory notes of the government an amount necessary for thot 
purpose, provided such amount shall not exceed five hundred 


_ Collars. 


JOSEPH ROWE, 


Speaker of the house of representatives. 


OabeY 
S H EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the cenate 


Liao 


Approved, Dea LS, 1837. 


SAM, TIOUSTON, 
a 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 


For the relief of Francis W. Thornton, 


De X resolved, by the senate and house of representativa 
of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That the fist 
guditor be, and he is hereby authorized and required to audi 
the claims of Francis W. Thornton, to the amount of two hur | 
deed and three dollars, and give him military cerip for the-same, | 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives, | 


MIRABBAU B. LAMAR, 
President af the senate, 


Approved, Dec, 18, 1837, 
SAM, HOUSTON, 


AN ACT 


To authorize attachments to be issued in certain cases there) 
named. 


Whereas many Mexicans residing upon our frontier otok 
and drove off large herds of cattle, and took and carried of 
othe? property belonging to citizens of this republic, and wher 
as those Mexicans have abandoned the country, ond removel 
beyond the Rie Grande, co that percous from whom they have 
taken property are wholly without remedy: 

Sre. 1. Be č therefore cnacted, by the senate and boucd 


EVE 
representatives of the republic of Tegas in congress accomblc,, 
‘Theat is oll cases i shall ne lawful for any perom, from whoa 
property was wrongfully taken, to sue out an attachment ups 
filing an afidavit, stating to the best of his or her belief the vel! 
ae of such property. and that to the beat of hio or her beliefths, 
sare was tiken by the person against whom such attachncs 
fs prayed, and that the cald party resides cut of tho juriadictie | 
of the court, so that an action cannot be preseented against thor} 
which said attachment may be levied by the sheriff of the pic. 
oer county, upon the property, beth real pad personal of C) 


clefandant, 


l 


1 
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BRC 2, Be tt further enacted, That upon the return of 
such attachment, the court shall proceed to the trial of such 
cause and judgment and execution as in other cases provided for 


by law. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the senate. 


Approved, Dec. 18, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 


Declaring certain children Legitimate, therein named. 


Sec. 1. Be ü enacted, by the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That 
filijah Sterling Black Robertson, son of Sterling C. Robertson 
and Fanny King, and James Maclin Robertson, son of Sterling 
C. Robertson and Rachael Smith, be, and are hereby declared 
legitimate children, and capable in law of inheriting their pa- 
ronte’ property, in the same manner as if they had been born 


ja lawful wedlock. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
© & m EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the senate- 


Ap proved, Dee, 18, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


é 


gies 
JOINT RESOLUTION 
[ar cppsinting two legal gentlemen to compile a Judicial Code 
of Lowo for the republic of Texas. 
82 G secolved, by the cenate ard houce of repressntatives 


„cf tae republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That Willie 
it. Jack and D, © Koufmen, be, ond they are hercby appoin- 


104 


ted compilers of the laws of the republic, whose duty it shall be 
to compile and report to congress at its next regular session a 
general systematic code of laws, for the future regulation ang 
administration of justice in thisrepublic, and that said compilers 
shall receive as a compensation for said services such sum ag Éon 
gress shall hereafter determine «nd allow upon the completion 


of the work. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives, 
S. He EVERITT, 


President pro tem. of the senate, 


Approved, Dec. 18, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


i AN ACT 
To authorize the judges of the district courts to hold Special 
Terms in certain cases therein named. 


Be st enacted, by the senate and house of representatives of 
the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That upon appli 
cation made to any judge of the district courts, he shall be and 
he is hereby authorized to hold a special term of the district 
court for the trial of any criminal, under the same rules and 
regulations as are previded for by the judiciary laws. 

Suc. Z Be č further enacted, ‘That any district judge of 
the republic be and he is hereby authorized and required to pre- 
side at such trial, upon information being given: provided, that 
this lav shall not extend te any county wherein there may be 
a, jail built by the county for the safe keeping of criminals. 

i JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
MIRABRAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the senate. 


Approved, Dec. 18, 1837, 
= SAM. HOUSTON. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 


Directing the auditor to respect the acts of Ge W. Poe. 


Sec. le eseleed, by the senate and house of representa- 
tives of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That the 
auditor be and is hereby instructed to acknow ledge all the offi- 
cialacts of G. W. Poe, while actingin thecepacity of paymaster 
general of the army, as well as of all other properly and legally 
appointed officers of this republic, except the issuing of Jand 
warrants. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker af the house of representatives, 
S. H. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the senate, 
Approved, Dec. 18, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


a mememe 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of D. F. Weymouth. 


Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the auditor of 
public accounts, is hereby required to audit the claims of colo- 
nel D, Fe Weymouth, for three thousand eight hundred and 

‘eighty-six thirty-eight one hundredths dollars: provided, that the 
‘said Weymouth deposites in the office of the auditor a full 

steternont of his claim against the government, and that he give 
' boad with such security as may be satisfactory to the auditor of 
public accaunts, as he the auditor may require, that the claims 
‘herein provided for in this hill, shall mot come against the gov- 


emmen arina 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
S. H. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the senate, 


Approved, Dees 15, LEST. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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AN ACT 
Authorizing persons to dispose of property by Will. 
Sco. lo Be it enacted by the senate and house of repre 
sentatives of the republic of Texas. in congress assembled, That 
legitimate descendants alone shall hereafter be considered for 
ced heirs, and all persons having no legitimate descendants, an | 
hereby authorized to dispose by will or otherwise of their estate: | 
any law heretofore existing to the contrary notwithstanding, 
Suc. 2. Be it further enacted, Thatin case any husband 
or wife shall die intestate, and leaving no heirs, the surviver 
shall be the heir and shall inherit the estate of the deceased spoura | 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives, 
S. H. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the senata 
Approved, Dec. 18, 1837. 


SAM. HOUSTON. | 


JOINT RESOLUTION | 


For the relief of the Family of Erastus Smith. 


Resoloed, by the senate and house of representatives e 
the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the sume! 
five hundred dollars per annum, is hereby appropriated for th. 
purpose of being paid by the president, to the widow aad ho 
ily of Deaf Smith, until the said widow marries, or the cows 
of the country have confirmed their title to land and town ki 
heretofore granted by congress to said Erastus Smith, and { 
president is hereby authorized to draw upon the trecsury fort? 
above appropriation. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representative’, 
S He EVERITT, 
President pro tom, ofthe sonnts | 


Approved, Dec 18, 1837. 
pproved SAM, EQUSTON. 


l 
i 
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AN ACT 


To create a Justices of the Peace, and Constable fur Galveston 
Island. 


Be it enacted, by the senate and house of representatives 
of te republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That there 
shall be one justice of the peace and one constable elected for 
the Island of Galveston, whose duties shall be such as are pre- 
-scribed by law for the regulation of all such officers in such ca- 
ses made and provided. 

Sec. 2. Be dt further enacted, §c., That the chief justice 
for the county of Harrisburg be required to proceed anu cause 
. an election to be held immediately after the passage of this act, 

on the Island of Galveston, to elect one justice of the peace 
and one constable. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the senate. 


Approved, Dec 18, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


i eens ets 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of John J. Linn. 


, Sra le Be dé enacted, by the semaie and house of repre- 
: sentatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That 
: the second auditor is hereby authorized to audit the claims of 

John J. Linn, fer fourteen hundred and sixty-six dollars and 
; two cents, upon his filing sufficient vouchers with the second au 


: ditor 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
So H. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the comato. 


SAM. HOUSTON. 


| 
i 
I 
i 


Approved, Dec. 18, 1837. 


sete 


lus 


AN ACT 


Granting lands to those who were in the battle of San Jachy! 
and other battles. 


Suo. le Be it enacted, by the senate and house of repr 
sentatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, Thy! 
all persons who were actually engaged in the battle of Sanh, 
cinto on the twenty-first day of April, eighteen hundred a] 
thirty-six, and all persons who were wounded on the twentieh 
of the same month, so as to prevent them from participating}; 
the battle on the twenty-first day of April, eighteen bund 
and thirty-six, and all persons who were detailed by speciale 
der of the commanding general to guard the baggage aft; 
camp near Harrisburg, be, aud they are hereby entitled tog 
hundred and forty acres of bounty !and;on the following coud 
tions, to wit: That cach soldier claiming land under the pr 
visions of this act, shall produce a certificate to the secretary 
war, signed bv the commandant: of the company to which st 
soldier belonged, and countersigned by at least one field ofie 
accompanied dy an affidavit by the person claiming land unt: 
the provisions of this act, that bis claim is just, true and origi: 
and that he has never presented a claim of a like nature forl 
quidation. 

Suc. 2, And be it further enacted, That the secretary 
war be authorized and required to issue a land warrant foré 
hundred and forty acres of bounty land io all persons present, 
a certificate as is required in section first of this act. 

Suc. & Jnd be i further enacted, That the bounty ve) | 
rants and also the patents issued thereon shall state on the: 
thereof for what said warrant or patent was granted. 

Soco do And bed further cracted, That the lands grant 
by this ace shall not be subject to sale or alienation, mort gary 
execution during the life time of the person to whom such wi 
rant or patent shall be granted. 

Sune. 5. And be dt further enacted, That all commissiext 
officers coming under the provisions of this act, by product; 
a certificate signed by at least one superior officer, accompanit, 
by an afiidavit as is required in first section of this act, shall! 
entitled to the benefits of this law, on the same conditions ai 
required in the fourth section of this act. k 

Sco. @ And be dt further enacted, That all persona vw 


i 
dl 
} 
g 
1 


> 


i 
i 
| 
| 
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entered Bexar fromthe morning of the fifth tothe tenth of De- 
cember, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-five, and who 
actually took partin the reduction of the same, also those who 
were in the action of the nineteenth of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-six, under the commands of Colonels 
Fannin and Ward, also all those who fell at the Alamo under 
the command of Bowie and Travis, shall be entitled to the same 
quantum Of land as specified in this bill, given to those engaged 
in the battle of San Jacinto, subject to the same rules, regula- 
tions and restrictions, and entitled to all its benefits: Provided, 
always, that any person who may have participated in both bat- 
tles, shall only receive as a donation, one tract or parcel of land 
of six hundred and forty acres and nomore. 

Suc. 7 And be it further enacted, That the legal repre- 
sentatives of those who fell in the storming of Bexar be entitled 
to select and perfect titles for their benefit by themselves or 
agent, to six hundred and forty acres. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives, 
S. H. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the senate. 


Approved, Dec. 21, 1837. 
i SAM. HOUSTON. 


me 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of John A. Wharton. 


Be # Resoleed, by the senate and house of representatives 
of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the audi 
tor beinstructed to pay to John A. Wharton, or his respresento- 
tives five hundred dollars, in the promissory notes of this gov- 
ernment, for services and expenses incurred by him in going to 
and from Matamores. 


JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speuker of the house of representatives. 
S H. EVERITT, 
President pro tem of the conate. 
Approved, Dec. 2l, 1837. 


SAM, HOUSTON. 
1© 


LLO 


AN ACT 
To defne the boundaries of the county of Jefferson 


Be i cnacted, by the senate and house of representatives 
of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That all thot 
territory included in the following limits shall constitute end 
compose the county of Jefferson, to wit: Beginning on the Gulf 
of Mexico, from which a line drawn duc north, shall strike Wolf 
Point,thence north to Big Sandy creek, thence down said creck 
to fits entrance into the Neches river, thence due east to tho 
Sabine river, thence down said river to the Gulf of Mexico, 
thence west along the Gulf of Mexico to the place of beginning 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives’ 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the cenata 


Approved, Dee. Ql, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOUNT RESOLUTION 


Por the relief of Samuel] Williams, 


135 0 enacted, by the senate and house of representatives of 
tho republic of Texas in congress assembled, That the auditor of 
public accoumts, be, and is hereby. directed to audit the oc 
counts of Samuel Williams to the amount of five thoucand two 
hundred and forty-eight dollars and twenty-eight cento, that 
being the amount of his claims, (that the committee to whon 
wes referred his accounts amd vouchers) that it is considescd 
Co coms onder the class of accounts that should mow be paid 

JOSEPH ROW, 
Speaker ofthe houn of representatives 
& UL BVIGRITT, 
President pro tem. of the cenat, 


f=-pc oy Woe. DE, ea 
oF Way re 
AM, MOWSTOLS 


D 


Id 


AN ACT 
Poauthorize the Clerks of the several courts to appoint depntics 
ond requiring them to xvep their offices at the county seat. 


Soc. 1. Be ut enade l, iy the senate and house of represen- 
tatives of the republic of ‘Texas, in congress assembled, Thot 
the clerks vf the several county and district courts of this re- 
public be authorized to appmnt a deputy, to whom they shail 
administer an oath, faithfully to discharge the duties of their 
office, and they shall in all cases be responsible forthe conduct 
of their deputies. : 

Sec. 2 [b> wt further enacted, That hereafter the clerks 
of the county aud district courts of this republic, be, and they 
are hereby compelled to keep all papers pertaiuing to their of 
fees at the county seats of cach and every county, and be ready 
either by deputy or in person to attend to the business of their 
ofice from ten o'clock A. M. to four o'clock P. RM. 

Soc. d Be i furth vr enacted, That any clerk or clerks 
who shall fail within tnirty days hereafter to keep their office 
at the place in the manner as specified inthe foregoing section, 
ohall forfeit and pay tothe republic twenty dollars for cach day 
they shall so neglect the provisions of said section, to be sued for 
ond recovered before any justice of the peace of the proper - 
consty, at the instance of any person interested. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


President of the cenate. 


SAM. HOUSTON. 


>. 


Approved, Dee. Bl, ISS7. 5 


AN ACT 
g 
Gupplemen’ary to an act to incorporate the Colorado Naviga 
tion Company. 


ace le 8B: exe ted, by the senate ond house of repre- 
cantatives of the republic of Tegas in congress acsemulec, Thot 
when coil chis.ered company have completed fhuir wos as 


1132 


oréemplate, by their charter, shall before assessing or receive 
ng tolls, angkounce the completion of their work to congres 
and congress shall then immediately proceed to appoint three 
commissioners to’ examine the work, and also proceed to aseey- 
tain the amount of expense necessarily incurred, and said com- 
missioners shall allow of no account for expenditures unless the 
necessary vouchers are produced. 

Soca Be Beit further enacted, That when the commicic: 
ers have reported, congress shall determine whether or aot Ë 
will purchase or annul said charter in accordance with its pro- 
Visions, by paying the principal expended with ten per cout. 
interest thereon; Provided, said determination not to pur 
chase, or annul on the part of congress shall not preclude them 
from the right of purchasing at any future time, but if congress 
should net agree to purchase or annul as above, then said com- 
missioners shall in conjunction with three of the board of direc: ' 
tors of said chartered company proceed to assess the rate of 
tolls, which said assessment shall take place on tho first day èf 
January in like manneras above. 

Suc. 3. Be dt further enacted, That if the said charter 
ed company shall complete their work during tho recess of cow 
greon shall communicate the fact to the president, who shall ap- 
peint three commissioners, whose duty if shall be with three d 
rectors to fix the rate of tolls until the next session of congro 
and if said commissioners and directors cannot agree they shell 
choose an umpire, whose decision shall ne binding. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
President of the senate. 


SAM. HOUSTON, 


Approved, Dec. 87, 1837. 


AN ACT 


Supplomentary to am act ta raise Public Revenue by diroet 
Laxotion. 


Xaa $ o 
Sea. 1, Pho d onecied, by the senate ond house of reprecen 
tativcs of the zopublie of Texas in congress assembled, The! 


feo" Foy o> (hin passage of this act, that the clerks of the esr: 


L3 


gral county courts, shali be, and are hereby authorized and ro- 

aired to issu? licenses to all retailers, pedlars, dc. and receive 
the duties of the government for the same, as is required by thio 
act inaccordance with the above recited act. 

Sce 3 Le & further enacted, ge. That the sheriffs of the 
caveral counties of this republic, be, and are hereby authorized 
and required immediately after the first day of January next, 
and in each succeeding pear to proceed to collect the taxes, 
pad ducs to the government, by advertising at the several pre- 
cinets or places for holding clections at least fifteem days, oa 
which day the sheriff or a qualified deputy shall attend agree- 
bly to this advertisement for the purpose of collecting tanes 
toheraised by virtuo of this acts 

See. 3 Ba th further enacted, That on the failure of any 
person or pessons to attend and punctually pay the amount of 
taxcs that miy be due the government, them and in that case, the 
cheriff ohall proceed and take an execution (to be issued by any 
justice of the pence for said county) against the goods and pro- 
perty of said deliaquent or delinquents, and proceed to oeli co 
much of the same as will satisfy debts and costo. 

Seo. 4. Be ss further enacted. That it shall be the duty of 
the ceveral clerks and sheriffs of the several counties to report 
to the secretary of the treasury on or before the frst day of Sep- 
tember in gach year, and pay over the amount of public me 
nico that mary have come into their hands into the treasury of 
the republic. 

Sooo 5. Be i further enacted, That the several clerks and 
sherif of the several counties ohall ba allowed fve per cent. in 
all monies that may be so collected or received by ther, ond 
that each and covery applicant for Heenne for retailing dsc. thot 
pay to the elerk as hin fee the sum of one dollan 

JOSEPH ROWE, 

penker of the house of representatives. 
© EL BYERIT I 

President pro tam. of the conato- 


iypproved, Dee. Bl, IBST panes 
AM. MOUTON 
10° 


14 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of F. W. Thornton. 


Resolocd, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas, in congress assembled, ‘That the first audi 
tor be, and he is hereby authorized and required to pay to Fran. 
cis W. Thornton, in the promissory notes of this government, 
the cmount of a draft drawn in his favor for the purchase of 
provisions for the army in 1836, for the sum of one thousand 
seven hundred and twenty-two dollars and twenty-two cents, up 
on the said Thornton presenting the aforesaid draft. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 

Speaker of the house of representatives. 
S. H. EVERITT, 

President pro tem. of the senate, 


Approved, Dec. 28, 1837, 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION, 


For the relief of He C. Hudson. 


Resnloed, by the senate and house of repre-sentatives c: 


ihe republic of Texas, in congress assembled, ‘That the auditor — 


be, and he is hereby authorized to audit the claim of H C. Hed 
son, for three hundred dollars, for services to the government ia 


arranging the books, papers and acts of the consultation, coun | 


cil and provisional government, in which he was occupied threo 


omins end Cay se 
i : JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of represcntatives. 
S. H. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the senate: 


red, D ro, 28 1837. T 
Approved, Dee. 48, tee SAM. HOUSTON. 


- 


l 
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AN ACT 
For the relief of Stilman S. Curtis. 


Be i enacted, by the senate and house of representatives of 
the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the first au- 
ditor of accounts, be, and he is hereby authorized and required 
to audit th: claims of Stilman S. Curtis, for horses and other 
property lost in the service of Texas, in the winter and spring 
of 1836; provided the whole amount shall not exceed three hun- 


dved and thirty-eight dollars. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, . 
President of the senate. 
Approved, Dec. 28, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


Providing for the purchase of Provisions and Munitions of War. 


Be dt resolved, by the senate and house of representatives 
of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That twenty- 
five thousand dollars of the one hundred thousand dollars appro- 
plated in an act passed the ninth of June 1837, for the equip- 
ment and support of a corps of rangers, is hereby appropriated 
for the purpose of purchasing provisions and munitions of var, 
and the secretary of war is hereby authorized to draw upon the 
treasury for that amount, for the above specified purpose: and he 
is hereby instructed to lose no time in purchasing the requisite 


munitions and provisions. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
j S EL EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the senate. 
Approved, Dee. 28, 1887. i f 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


à 


ex 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 


Respecting connty Surveyors, 


Resolved, by the senrte anl house of representatives of th 
republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That whenever i 
ohall so happen that the amount of surveying to be done (in any 
cne county) is not more thin can be performed by one suevoyes, 
which fact shall be determined by the board of land commiccion, 
crs, then and in that case the connty surveyor for said county, 
shall be allowed to perforin the duties of a practical surveyor, 
and perform all the duties as r-quived of the deputy onrveyci 
to be appointed under a provision of an act to establish a gor 


oral land ofice. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representativen 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the senate, 


Approved, Dec. 29, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
Requiring the auditor to audit the claim of ‘Thomas ©. MeGea 


Resaloedy by the senate and house of representatives of. 
repmblie of Texas in congress assembled, That the first avist? 
be, and he is hereby required to audit the accounts of Vhcaw 
@. DicGee, for a stud horse, and allow him therefor cuch sana 
bo chall show by the afiidavit of two or more disinterested pc» 
cons, the oid horse was worth at the time he was preccad ind 
corvicos proviczcy the amount does noteneeed two hondred ez 


[sets 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Spenker of the howe of representatives 
MICABZAU Bo LAMAR, 
Peosident of the cemates 


Racca, Wee, 28, Lars 
eva J “4 q 
SAM, MOUGTONW. 


- 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 


For the relief of A. Re Bodman. 


Resolved, bv the senate and house of representatives of 
the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the auditor 
be required to audit the account of A. R. Bodman for services 
rendered as clerk to the executive and in the slate department 
of the government ad interim, allowing him such pay ass ab 
lowed to other clerks for similar services. 

JOSEPHI ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives, 
S. H. EVERITT, 


President pro tem. of the senate. 


Approved, Pec. 28, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 


To incorporate the City af Houston and other towns therein 
named, 


Be i enacted, by the senate-and house of representatives 
af the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, ‘That the cii- 
zens of the City of Houston, and the towns of Washing. 
ton, Crockett and Refugio, be incorporated under, and entitled 
to all the privileges and benefits of the act granting n charter 


: of incorporation to the town of Brazoria, passed at the extra 


session of this congress. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of represemtatived. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


President of the senate. 
Approved, Des. 29, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


Lis 


JOINT RESOLUTION, 


lacorporating tie town of Columbia. 


Resolvet, by tae start: 111 1988: oF repressntatives of the 
vepublic of Texas, in congres ussnoled, That the town of 
Columbia is hereby i incorpore k wi. all the powers and privi 
legea which have been extend d'o d¢.goriagintheact by which 
dtid town has been incorpora. i etd chit the limits of ssid 
towa shall embrace wast was senerally known as the town of 
Marion. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of tie house of representatives 
MiakABSAU B. LAMAR, 


President of the senate, 


SAM. HOUSTON, 


c 


Aporoved, Dee 23, 1837. 


AN AGT 


To create the coualy of Fort Bend. 


Soe. le Bs it cnact:l, by the senate and house of repre 
pentatives ofthe republic of Tests, in congress assembled, “ Fiat 
there shall be laid off on the Brazi river, anew county to “ 
called the county of Port Bead, which shall inclade alll tite ter 
ee within the following limite viz: Beginning on the cast k 

f the Brazos river at the upper corner of a league of lend 
Seated to Francis Biggam, on which said Biggam naw Eves 
thence east with tre north bun ulary of satd league to its nor th 
cast corner, continuing on the H erishurg and Brazoria county 
line; three leagues from nee to the head of Bray’s Bayou, 
where stands a low elms thence running from the head of Bray's 
bayou toa point on Bar tlo bayou where the prosext county 
line, running from Jesse H. Cartwright’s s league, crosses the 
bayou; thence northwardly to te southeast corner of Tub 
oheana league of land on the Brazos river; thence west with the 
` couth boundary of- said league to said siver; thence crossing caid 


G 
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fiver, and following its western bank to the mouth of sixteen 
mile creek; thence up saul cy ek to us source; thencein s south 
vardly direction to the soutuca-t corner of G. Coles lands 
ehenee westwardly with said Coles lower line, to the San Ber 
nord; thence down said stream to the southwest corner of league 
Bo. 8; thence with the lower line cfsaid league to the south 
east corners thence in a direct line, to the south prong of Cov 
bayous thence down said bayou to its mouth; thence crossing 
tho Brazos, and up said river to the place of beginning. 

Soc. 2 Be wt further eevetvd, That the said county shall 
be organized in conformity with an “act organizing the inferior 
courts, and defining the jurisd ction of the same,” and the coume 
ty courts of said county shall be held on the second Monday in 
Jannary, April, July and October, in each year 

Soe. > Be i further enacted, That the said county shall 
be included in, and shall form a pirt of the third judicial dis- 
trict, and the district court of said county shall be holden on 
the last Mondays in Fet ruary and August of cach year 

Sco. 4. Ge tt further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the chief justice so soon as he shall receive a notice of his op- 
poiatment, to proceed to give notice, and hold an election ia the 
town of Richmond, for the permanent location of the ceat of 
justice of said county, and he shall make a return of the rezolt 
of caid election to the sccretary of state. 

See. 5. Be di further enacted. That said county shall be 


entitled to one representative in congress, and the county of Pork 


_ Bead and Austin shall form one senatorial district, and be enti- 
' tled to ome semator. 


Scos @ Be it further enacted, That all suits which are now 


— cxicting by or against any of the citizens of the county of Wort 


venh ohall be continued and concluded in the county im which 
they originated, im the pame manner as if no divisjon o? tke 
seunties had becn made. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 


Speaker of the house of representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAN AR, 
President of the senata 


SAM. HOUSTOR 


ese 
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AN ACT 


To regulate the proceedings of the several Courts in certain cacy, 


Sac. le Be itenacted, by the senate and house of repr 
sentatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, Tho 
where judgments have been heretofore obtained beiore any al. 
calde or primary judge, and returned as required by law to any 
of the courts of this republic, it shall be the duty of said cons 
on the application of the plaintiff to issue a scieri facias or oth 
er notice, summoning the defendant to appear and show carg 
why execution should not be issued, but no evecution shall hy 
issucd upon any such judgment, until a scieri facias or other yo. 
tice shall have been issued and served in the usual way, upon fy 
defendant or defendants. 

Sco. 2. Be it further enacted, That all suits broughth 
any of the district or county courts of this republic, either ly 
original process or otherwise, shall be tried at the first term, u 
less good causes be shown for continuance. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representative, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the sepat, 


Approved, Dec. 29, 1837- 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


Supplementary to a resolution for the relief of Samucl We 


kams. 


Resolec, by the senate and house of representativa d 
the republic Texas, in congress assembled, That the amaai 
authorized by a joint resolution, to be paid to Samuel Wi 
liams, be paidin the promissory notes; of this government, asi 
tended, though not clearly expressed in the resolution alluded t 
JOSEPH ROWE, 

Speaker of the house of representatives 
S. E EVERITT, 

President pro tem. of the senak 


Approved, Dec. 29, 1837. 
i SAM. HOUSTON. | 
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AN ACT 


Defining the boundaries of the county of Jackson. ' 


Suc. le Beit enacted, by the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That 
from and immediately afler the passage of this act, the follow- 
ing shall be the lines of the county of Jackson, to wit: Com- 
mencing on the Bay, at a place called the divide betwecn the 
Trespalaccios and Carrancahua c reeks, running thence north 
twenty-nine degrees to a corner, thence north twelve degrees 
east to the line of Colorado, county; thence south eighty-two 
degrees west, to the mouth of Smither’s creek, on the Lavacca, 
thence down the Lavacca, (to the lower corner of Kent's 
league of land; thence six miles with the line of Gonzales coun- 
ty, from thence a direct line to the Bay at the mouth of the 
) thence with the middle of the Bay to a point opposite 
the beginning. 

Soc. 2. Det further enacted, That the territory included 
within the aforesaid lines shall be, and the same is hereby de- 
clared to be the county of Jackson. 

Sec. 3. nd be it further cnacied, That there shall be an 
election held at the houses of John McHenry and Philip Demit’s 
on the first Monday of Janurry next, to be presided by such 
persons as the voters may appomé at which election, the quec- 
tion shall be upon the annexation of a part of Victoria county 
to the county of Jackson, and the votes shall be confined to that 
portion of the county six miles west of the’ Lavacca river, and 
thould a majority ot the voters be in favor of being citachad 
to Jackson county, it shall be so done, if a majority be in fe- 
ver of remaining in Vistorin, the line shall remain as it now is. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 

Speaker of the house of representatives. 
S. H. EVERITT. 
President pro tem. of the senate. 


Approved, Dee. 29, 183%. 


SAM. HOUSTON. 
Li 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 


To incorporate certain towns therein named. 


Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas in congress assembled, That the citizens of 
the towns of Clarksville in the county of Red River, and the 
citizensof the town of Lexington in the county of Fannin, ard 
the towns of Milam, Houston, Goliad, San Patricio and Jone. 
borough, be, and they are hereby incerperated, and shall respu- 
tively have and enjoy all the privileges which have heen grar 
ted to the town of Brazoria. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of repr sentativis 
TMIRABEAU Be LAMAR, 
President of the nates 

Approved, Dec. 29, 1837. 

SAM. HOUSTON. 


Joint eosolution, to suspend the operatians of the Land ofice un- 
til the further action of congress. 

Joint resolution making an appropriation to pay the public printers. 

Joint resolution making appropriation of moneys fur the use of tho 
Hospital. 

Joint resolution locating permanently the seat of government. 

Joint resolution authorizing Wm G. Cooke to sign the name of the 
President to the promissory notes of the goverament. 

Joint resolution for the relief of W. S. Hendrick. 

An act regulating elections. 

Joint resolution requiring the chief justice of the county of Brazo- 
ria, to isue writs of election. 

An oct authorizing an appropriation for the Post Ofico. 

Joint resolution to authorize the secretary of war to grant Dis- 
charges. 

Joint resolution granting letters of Marque and Reprisal. 

An act to incorporate the town of Sheloyville, and granting fur- 
ther powers to the corporations of San August;ne and Na- 


eogdcches. 
Aa act for augmenting the Navy, and making an appropriation 
therefor. 


Anect resulating the proceedings before justices of the peace. 

Joint resolution requiring the secretary of war te execute certain 
duties, 

An act to provide for auditing contingent expenses of both houses 
of congress, and making appropriation therefor. 


11“ 


il 


Jomt resolution for the rehet of Hollond Coffee & Co. 

An act to provide for the appointment of notaries public. 

Jomi resolution to appoint a committee on printing. 

-ìn act to incorporate the town of Brazoria. 

Jomt resolution requiving the auditor to audit the accounts of Nel- 
son Jones, 

An act appropriating moncy for the purchase of a house for the 
use of the president 

An aet to meorporate the eit of Richmond. and the towns of San 
Felipe de Austin and Lagrange. 


Joint r esolution tor the relle: of BHen O'Donnovan. 
An aet Fising the salary of Indian commissioners. 
Joint : resol ution ibe the relef of Manuel Carabajal. 


An cot ximendatéry to the several acts and ordinances granting 
younty lands. 
Jans resotution allow ing the secretary of war an additional clerk. 
Fant revelation fue the relief of John Buchannan. 
Joni resolution for the relief of doha M. Clifton, 
Anat for the relief of Rdnuind P. Crosby. 
deny reseluton meking appropriations for the general land office, 
nod t deier the contingent expenses of both houses of 
“MISEGSS 
itresolution for the roliet of John Woodrull 
nae ots ; incorporate the Colorado Navigation Company. 
acter renting the county of Montgomery 
Qst cern Heating the time of holdi ng district courts of Brazoria, 
Matagorda and Jackson counties. 
Sout vosolintion for the relief of S, Hatch. 
Ani act to osteltish the county of Payette. 
in aes incorporating the city of San Antonio and other towns therc 


rs 


3 named. 
An ar i crente a board of Medies? Censors for the republic of 
Bi Ones 
Saints “alate to compensute the comuiissioners appointed to So- 


lets site for the seat of government. 

te doine the boundaries of the county of Gonzales. 

i: ovovide forthe punishment of crimes and muisdameanoni 

committed by slaves and tree persons of color. 

doing resoluxion concerning the publie archives. 

Joint vesol*:ion authorizing the treasurer of the republic to issue 
ehin ze notes, 

Anori to creer out the riv ers Attoyac, Angeline and Ne. hes. 

An est to prevent ‘he issuing of individual printed or Hituopraphed 
DB fos. 

An act to define tho boundaries of the county of f Shelby. 

An act to define the boundaries of the county of Washington. 
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An actto incorporate the town of Matagorda. ` 59 
Joint resolution for the purchase of the steamer Pulaski. 50 
An act to pay the officers and soldiers of the army and navy. 5] 
An act supplementary to “an act to pay the officers, soldiers and 

sailors of the army and navy.” 58 
An act to define the boundaries of the counties of San Augustino 

and Sabine. 52 
An act creating the connty of Fannin. 53 
Joint resolution Lacating permanently the seat of justice for the 

county of Brazoria. 54 
An act to define the boundaries of Jasper county. 55 
Anact creating the county of Robertson. 53, 
Joint resolution requiring the auditor to audit the accounts of Geo. 

W. Bonnel. 87 
An act to sustain the currency of the country. 57 
An act to prohibit the further sale of land scrip. 58 
Anact to require the district judges to reside permanently in their 

proper districts, and for other purposes, 38 
Joint resolution for the relief of Anson Jones. 59 
Joint resolution fer tke relie? cf Charles Duarosha. 60 
Joint resolution to select a committee of five &e. to locate the seat 

of government. G 
An act precluding aliens from being appointed to cilice. GI 


Anact entitled van act to reduce into ane net, and to amend the 
several acts relating to the establishment of a General 


Land Offiec.” > 62 
An act to ineorper ate the Texas Steam MH Company. TG 
An act supplementary to an act to eppeint a Board of Medical Cen- 
sors. 19 
An act to incorporate the town of Aime. 79 
An act to amend the act, entitled an avt to msira e revenue by impest 
duties £0 
Anaet to incorporate the Brazoria Insurance aha SO 
Anact to define the boundaries of the county of Tiber s4 
An act supplementary to an act ontitled en act to organize the 
Militia of this republic. 65 
An act to encourage steam navigation. §3 
An act to amend the several laws regninting the Post Office Do- 
partment. &7 
An act relating to the puy and elluwances of the officers and sol- 
diore of thearmy. ES 
Joint resolution requiring the anditor to settla with Mr. Thomas 
Brennan. &9 
An act to define the boundaries of the county ot Red River, 69 


Joint resolution altering the name of the county 2 and town of Sina. S9 
Joint resolution relative to Consulates, OT 


tra 


17 


An act to define the boundaries of the county of Mina. 9} 
Joint resolution for the relief of M. A. Beremendi. g 
An act to provide for the publication of the laws and journals of the 
republic of Texas. 92 
An act Making provisions for persons who have been permanently 
disabled in the service of Texas. 03 
Joint resolution for the relief of Dougald Brown. 1 
An act amending the judiciary laws of the republic. 94 
An act to provide tor taking testimony by Interregatories. 03 


An act to authorize the pest master general to establish a post route. 97 
Joint resolution for the relief of Maria Antonio de La Garza. §3 


Joint resolution for the relief of James Collinsworth. 83 
Joint resolution for the relief of C. C. Dewitt. 9) 
Joint resolution to translate the laws of the republic into the Cas- 
tilian language. a) 
Joint resolution for the relief of widow Kitty MeCoy. 109 
Joint resolution for the relief of colonel John Forbes. W 
Jomt resolu tion authorizing F. R. Lubbock to procure cisterns for 
the use of the capitol. 101 
Joint resolution for the relief of Francis W. Thornton. IR 
An act to authorize attachments to be issued in certain cases therc- 
in named. Ie 
An act declaring certain children legitimate therein named. 103 
Joint resolution for appointing two legal gentlemen to compile a 
judicial code of laws for the republic of Texas. 183 
An act to authorize the judges of the district courts to hold special 
terms in certain cases therein named. itt 
Joint resolution directing the auditor to respect the acts of George 
W. Poe. 1S 
Joint resolution forthe relief of D. F. Weymouth. 105 
An act authorizing persons to dispose of property by Will. 10) 
Joint resolution for the relief of the family of Erastus Smith. 103 
An act to create a justice of the peace and constable for Galveston 
Island. IE 
Joint resolution for tho relief of Jobn J. Linn. IE 
An act granting lands to these who were in the battle of San Jacine 
to and other battles, ie 
Joint recdution for the relicf ef John A. Wiarton. 1t 
An cct todchne the bounidosicnof the county of Jotiercon. ily 
Joint ros dation ter the rclicfe? 8 aancl Wallin. AL! 
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\n act supplementary to an act to raise a public roveaue by direct 
Taxation. 
Joint resolution for the relief of F. W. Thoraton. 
Joint resolution for the relief of H. C. Hudson, 

An act for the relief of Stilman S. Curtis. 

lint resolution providing for the purchase of provisions and mu- 

nitions of War. 

joint resolution respecting county surveyors. 

‘hint resolution requiring the auditor to audit the claim of Thom- 
as G. McGee. 

hint resolution for the relief of A. R. Bodman. 

An act to incorporate the city of Houston and other towns thorein 
| ` named. 

dint resolution incorporating the town of Columbia. 

inact tocreate the county of Fort Bend. 

act to reg" ate proceedings of the several courts im certain ca- 

ses. 

jnt resolution supplementary to a resolution for the rclief of Sans. 

: vuel Williams, f 
a actdefining the boundaries of the county of Jackson. 

int resolution to incorporate certain towns theroin nomod. 
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